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CHAPTER I

CRGANI ZATION

The 66th Fighter Sguadron was first activated as a part of
the 66th Persuit Squadrom, 15 Jamuary 1941, at Mitchel Field,
Long Island, New York. One year later the organization was
changed to the 57th Fighter Group, including the 66th Fighter
Squadron,

August 1942 found the 66th's P-40's and pilots off the
coast of South Africa aboard the Aireraft Carrier U.S5.S5. Ranger.
The pilots flew from the carrier to Lagos, thence to Palestine
to join the Royal Air Force for desert fighter training. The
créw chiefs had been flown to the theater.

First action against the enemy was in Uctober, 1942, from
Alexandria. Supporting General liontgomery's Eighth Army, the
66th moved across the Libian Desert to Tripotania and inte
Tunisia, through the battles of El Alemain, Tobruch, Aghelia,
Marble Arch, Tripoli, Marreth Line, and Souse,

Further action was against the islands of Lampesduse and
Pantelleria, and Sicily. On D-Day plus 2 they were operating
off Sicily. Two days later they were invading Italy, against
codds of about six to one, While at Foggia the 66th received
P-L7's to replace the war-weary P-40's, These were the first
P=47's to be used in the Mediterranean area.

In March 1944, the 66th moved to Naples in support of the

American 5th Army. Operations in that area were drawing to a
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close, and after a time on Corsica, then back to Northern Italy,
the Group was returned to the States and deactivated at Drew Field,
Florida, 7 November 1945.

The 66th Fighter Squadron had the most confirmed victories
of the 57th Fighter Group. The Group received three citations
and battle credits for Egypt-Libya, Tunisia, Fo Valley, Nerth
ippennines, Naples-Foggia, and Rome-Arno while serving with the
¥iddle East Air Force, Ninth Air Force, and Twelfth Air Force.

The Squadron Insignia was approved 2 January 1942. The
device represents a bird with all the fundamentals of an able,
clean, and tough fighter.

Reactivated at Shemya, in the Aleutians, 15 fugust 1946,
the 66th was equipped with F-38's. P-51's replaced them in
October 1947 and the Squadron completed it's move to Elmendorf

Field, Anchorage, Alaska. The Sguadron became jet-propelled

on August 27th, 1948, with the acquisition of F-80C type fight
ers and, with the start of 1949, became the first and enly jet
fighter squadron to operate on 100 octane gasoline. 1/

At present the Squadron is operating under TO & E 1-1233,
utilizing five flights for flying perscnnel and seven ssctions
for operations, maintenance, supply, and administratien. Bach
pilot has additional duties connected with either a section or

some type of administration. 2/, 3/

1/ Ref History, 66th Fighter Squadron, 15 fug 46 - 31 fug L6
(On file 57th Fighter Croup Intelligence

2/ Ref T0 & E 1-1233, dated 24 lar 48 (On file 66th Fighter
Squadron Orderly Room)

3/ See EXHIBIT I, APPENDIX, Squadren Order No. 21, 66th Fighter
Squadron, dated 21 Nov 49
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CHAFTER IT

HISSION

The prim2ry mission of this organization is to operate in
conjunction with other squadrons of the 57th Fighter Group, te
accomplish the mission of the group as defined in letter from
Cormanding General, Alaskan Air Command, Subject: Mission for
the 57th Fighter Group, dated 20 August 1947. The following
extract from the above cited letter guoted:

"The primary mission of this organizatien is te provide
and maintain fighter aireraft defense and fighter aircraft
support for such land, air, and naval units 2s may be directed

. by higher Headouarters.”

During the guarter the secondary mission has been to pre-
pare the Squadron as a whole for a mass movement to Whitehorse,
Canada in connection with the forthecoming operation, "Sweetbrair!
as well as maintain high pilot proficiency and organizational
efficiency-- insuring readiness to fulfill the primary mission

. if so directed.

OFPERATIONS

AMthough there was a relaxation of the flying restriction
toward the end of the quarter the flying time accumulated showed
ne marked im§rovement. This was due to inclement weather as well
as the long Holiday Seasen. Kost of the time was accumulated by

the Squadron while on the test movement to Ladd B, Maska. L/

Hef TWX - CG 57TH FTR WG ELD AFB FI RICH ALASKA, dtd 9 Nov L9
- 3
(On file 66th Fighter Squadron Operaticns)
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A\ eoncentrated punnery program was utilized during Cctober

and November in order to cualify some of the pilots to attend

an antieipated gunnery meet in Japan. This program was success-
ful insomuch as the scores were concerned, but the 57th Fighter
Group was not represented at the meet which was held in December.

The B-26 assigned to the Squadron was out of commission
during most of Octobers« In order to facilitate the gunnery pro-
gram during the first part of the guarter it was necessary to
utilize the B-26 assigned to the 65th Fighter Squadron frecquently.
Through excellent cooperation on the part of the 65th Squadron
and in spite of considerable inclement weather the program
progressed very smoothly. The prineipal trouble encountered
in flight was the tearing of the targets upon release. This, how-
ever, has been remedied as it was found that the tow reel had a
bent shaft causing a bind upen release. It is antieipated that the
gunnery program will be continued into 1950 with possible util-
ization of F-80's for tow ships.

The two T-6's and the T-7 assigned to the Souadron were
transferred to Kelly 'FB, Texas, and Bolling AFB, Wash., D.C.,
respectively. Two of the Souadron pilets ferried F-51's to
Great Falls AFB, lont., for assignment to National Cuard Units.

Teats were initisted on four F-20's utilizing JP=3 fuel.
It was proposed that these tests would facilitate determination

of fuel consumption, range, power, and temperatures as compared
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with the results obtained using JP-1 and 100 oct=ne fuels under
the szme conditions. There scems to be little difference in the
performance of the three fuels-- however, the tests are not a

yet complete. Due to an excessive amount of water in the JP-3

fuel eonsiderable fuel filter icing necessitated curtailment of
the tests temporarily. Unclean refueling and storage units as
well as improper type filters were attributed as the trouble. On
one of the later tests fiftsen air starts were conducted at alti-
tudes below 20,000 feet. Inspection of the airplane upon landing
revealed that the turbine whesl w2s rubbing on the tail cone. The
tail cens w=s replaced and the airplane was placed back in commis-
slon. It was also found on this test that rapid application of
power usually resulted in a flame-out.

in alert signal was sounded on 28 Uctober at 0430. Twenty
minutes later the Squadron had lour aireraft in the air twelve
ready for take-off. The alert was 2 complete surprise, but care-
ful planning on the part of operations and engineering personnel
brought about a speedy and efficient scramble. He difficulties
were encountered and after patrolling the local area for one hour
the flight landed. The alert was called off at 1000. 5/

On 2 November the Squadron was on an alert status and
accomplished three missions in connection with a tactical prob-
lem invelving "enemy" activity at various poeints adjacent to
Cook Inlet. # weather reconnaisance flight spotbed the enemy

action and reported it to Fighter Control. The second flight

5/ See E(HIBIT II, AFPENDIX, Consolidated Operations Report, Hg,
57th Fer Gp, dtd 28 Get 49.
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proceeded to the area and made simulated straffing runs on the

"enemy" inflicting heavy casualties. The third flight engaged

. in straffing of a small "enemy" concentration while on an armed
reconnaiss=nce mission. These activities are thoroughly dis-
cussed in the Squadron Mission Reports. &/

On 10 November a2 gixtesn ship formation was flown in prepara-
tion for a flight to be made in conjunction with the Armistice Day
Parade in Anchorage. Sixteen aireraft of the souadron joined with
thirty-two others of the 64th and 65th Fighter Sguadrons and flew
over the city on Armistice Day, 11 November. The 66th Sguadron

. formed a "V" for VICTORY and passed over the city in review.

By far the most significant activity of the Sguadron during
the guarter was the move to ladd AFB, Alasgka, and the operations
thereats This move expeosed the tactical wvalue of the Sguadron
to climatic conditions comparable te those to be encountered
while participating in Exercise, "Sweetbriar'. It also pro-

. vided experience in the movement of a squadron away from it's
parent organization as well =2s operating effectively with a
minimum of support. A complete and detailed report is being
prepared on this move and it's preparation. This report will

be inecluded in the next quarterly history as a special projecte.

EATRTEN NCE

During October the Engineering Section had to revert to

=1

‘ 6/ BSee EXHIBIT III, AFFENDIX, Squadren Mission Reports, dtd 2
lov 49
6
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calendar inspections on the aireraft due to the flying res-
striction placed on the squadron. However, this situation was
relieved in November as the permissable flying time was in-
creased considerably by a relaxation of the restriction. 4
higher daily in-commission status was effected by a change in

the type of inspection.

Engineering had what seemed to be the greatest difficulty
in organizing their equipment for the alert movement. However,
it was realized that theirs was by far the greatest problem.
This problem was met and the outcoms proved to be 2 highly eff-
icient movement plan. The Engineering Section very definitely
proved to be the backbone of the actual move.

The major provliems encountered at Ladd AFB evolved from
the use of JP-3 fuel. As has been previously discussed the
presence of suspended water in the fuel ca:used numerous cases
of icing on fuel filters and in fuel controls. Due to the
contracting propertics of different type metals, there were
minor difficulties encountered with shock struts and other
metal-to-metal seals.

Upon return from Ladd AFB all ecuipment was returned to it's
respective section and a general clean-up was made. In order to
make reom for the Bob Hope Show 2ll eguipment was removed from

the hangar floor.

YT AT T
| 31 I\ ' )
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During the holidays work call was by flights. Extreme

cold weather was encountered over this period necessitating the

. removal of 211 aireraft batteries. As each flight reported for
duby the batberies, which were stored in the hangar, were install-
ed for an engine run-up. The run-up would bring the batteries up
to full charge and they were again removed and stored im the hangar.
is a precaution the tires were rotated on each of these "run-up's".

The detailed account of the Maintenance Section's activities

at Iadd AFB will be contsined in the special report which will

appear in the next quarterly history.

COMMUNITATIONS

During the quarter the Communications Section completed
several special projects in addition to conducting normal routiqe
maintenance and inspections. ‘“mong these were the wiring of a
carge carrier te facilitate installation of radio set SCR-522 for

. use ag sector fire control during base alerts, installation of
2 publie address system in the hangar and operations office, and
the preparation of 2 radio set to be utilized as ground control
at Burwash Landing Strip during Exerciss, "Sweetbriar”.

The Section experienced ne difficulties in organizing and
packing equipment for the practice move te ladd AFB. And upon
return to Elmendorf a rapid and efficient reorganization was

displayed.
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equipment was negligible snd to be expected.

The breaking of seals on the B-12 parachutes which was

. mentioned in the last cusrterly history has been breought to an
absolute minimums It is believed that this has been accomplish-
ed entirely through the care exercised by the pilots and other
persennel who handle the parachutes.

There were several cases where failure of the headphene in
the P-1 helmet was encountersd. It was determined that all cases
were due to frulty wiring which was in fact due to fair wear and
tear.

. There were also a2 few cases where the exhalation walve in
the oxygen masks froze. Here again the individual pilot wns
invested with the responsibility of caring for his own eauip-
ment and thus preventing the accumulation of excessive moisture
in his mask.

The Fersonal Hquipment Officer gave a2 lecture in October on

. the proper clothing for winter flying in this theater as pre-
seribed by AAC Reg 67-16=L. Compliance with the provisions of
this regulation h=2s been stresgsed since long before the set-in
of cold weathere. The Fersonzl Egquipment Officer states thak
from his observations all pilots 2re exercising maximum com-
pliance. A lecture was also given on survival by the Personal
Equipment Officer uwpon his return from the Arctic Indoctrination

School at Marks AFB, Nome, Alaska.

13
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CHAPTER V

RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER AGENCIES

In November the facilities proposed to be utilized in the
move to Whitehorse, Canada, on Exercise, "Sweetbriar”, were test-
ed the cooperation of the 54th Troop Carrier Squadron which is
based at Elmendorf AFB. A C-5/4 was provided in order that load-
ing techniques for certain items could be tested and proven or
revised prior to an actual move. This experience proved inval-
uable when the time came for an actual move.

The actual move, which was to Ladd AF3, Alaska, was effect-
ed early in December with the 5Lth Troop Carrier Squadron again
lending a helping hand by furnishing the necessary air carrier.
The 5Lth Squadron's experience and excellent cooperation along
with this Squadren's preparedness combined to effect a highly
organized and efficient move.

Prior to the actual move to Ladd AFB contacts were made
by liaison officers of the 66th Squadron with the A=1, A-3, and
A-4 Sections and with the Base Cperations Officer, all of the
5001st Composite Wing, Plans were discussed with each section
and probable difficulties to be encountered during the operatien
were noted with possible solution. Cooperation of these sections

was excellent.

RDECTRINATET
ESTRICT
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Cooperation of the other various organizations at Ladd AFB

b o’

was very satisfactory. The Aircraft Warning Squadron operating
. inthe vicinity of ladd AFB is to be commended on the high degree

of cooperation with this Squadron which was exhibited.

DT

20
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READQUARTERS, 57TH FIGHTER GROUP
ELMENDORF AFS, FORT RICHARDSON, ALASKA

BTFGI 28 October 1549
SUBJECT: (onsolidated Operations Report
TO: Commanding General

57th Fighter Wing

Elmendorf AFB, Ft Richardson, Alaska
ATTN: Intelligence Officer

1. TUnit Identificetion: 57th Fighter Group.
2. Operarions Report Number; VOCG 57th Fighter Wing
3. Period of Report: 0001 28 Ootober 1949 to 2400 28 October 1949

4, Type of Missiong Wo. of KHissions YNo. of Sorties

Air Defense b 1Z

5. Operational Summery:

a. The amlert siren sounded at 0430, 28 Qctober 1549. The
§6th Fighter Squadron was operationally ready at 0439 with 4 aircraft
and at 0442 with 12 aircraft. Three F-80's of the 66th Fighter Squad-
ron were scrambled st 0456, 66th Fighter Squadron was relieved by 4
aircraft of the 85th Fighter Squedron st 0551. 65th Fighter Squadron
was relieved by four aircraft of the 64th Fighter Squadron at 0630.
64th Fighter Squadron landed at 0723; termination eerial operations.

b. Claims; None
ts "Losses: “None
d. Enemy Activity: None
e. TWeather: Between the hours of darimess and daylight. CAVU.
f+ Pertinent Observation; MNone
g. Other Reports: Negative
6, Remarks: Communications were good. Some difficulty was en-
countered with windshield and canopy frosting, However, immediate
epplicetion of defroster heat cleered the canopy suffieciently to per=-
mit & safe take-off.
PR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:
HARVEY ®. HENDERSCH
™ — -
F*f?f Eﬁ I—i”;f‘ Lt Col, USAW
e Operations Officer EXH II
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