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. 6 t h Fi ht S .

O TL B HISTO Y

SFC E
B Auth C

E QUA TER 66TH FIGHT 66t h Fi t er Sq .
P 650 3 1 n 1945

C.
C1 . t i a

1 Febru . 1945

S FCT: s t or i ca l He cords .

TO : Co d Genera l , e l t h r For ce , APO 650 ,
U. S. . ttention : A-2 H storian .

T U : Co andi Officer, 5?th Fighter Gro p, O 650
U. S . .

l . Out l i ne s t or y o t he 66t Fi h t er Squ dr on f r
the period 1 th u 31 J uary 1945.

. resent desi tion :' 66th Fighter Sq d n ,
5?t h Fi ght er Gr oup , 11 Tac t i ca l A r Co nd , T el t h A r
For ce .

b. Ch nges i or ani ation : ,Cl ) C a ges desig ation : None
(2 ) C a e n Co xd i n f f i c e r : Non s
(3 ) Cha ges of St Of ic s :

a . lst Lieuten t vid 8. Ketch
as s u ed t he dut e s of j utant , v i e l

t n t Pa l
S . uer re l i eved . _ .4 ) Chan e s T/ 0 :

a . Cha ge No. 5
,

615-5, 9 December 1944 ,
" At t he d i s c r e t on of t he S quadr on Com nder , n u l i i t ed

ber o rivate First Class rat gs ay e given ."

c. Stren th , co ssioned and enlisted :
(1 ) ont h of J ua y 1945

. Com issioned : 61
b . l sted : 8

2 ) Net ncrease
. Comni s s i oned : 5
b . En .i s t ed : 4

(3 ) Ne t De cr ea s e '=
a , Co i s s i oned : 3 '
b . . s t ed : 5

(4 ) 31 an ry 194 °
B. Co issioned : 63
b . l i s t ed : 247

r

S 1TE
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.,. , .AF- A I- HI SE . ,/ cb , .
66 Fighter Sq.

OUTLINE TORY

sEC ET
By Aut h CO

QUARTERS 66TH FIG 66th Fighter Sq.
A 650 31 Ja 1945

.C. .
I t i al s

1 Febr a y 1945

d. Stations;
(1) Name o statio ; Grosseto L . G., It y

(a ) Dat e of ar r i al : " " par , 1September 1944, " B " party, 21 September 1944.

e . ov ement s : None

' f . C pa i gn :
1 -Name : I t al i an
(2 Du ation : Still progress

. Ope rat i ons :
.

(1 } C pa i g s : I t a l i
( ) Nat ur e of opera t i ons : Di ve bomb , ar d

recce, weather recce a d rea cover .(3 1' be r o mi s s i on s and s or t i e s or t he
per i od 1 J nu r y t u 31 Ja r y 1 94 5 .

a ) .i s s i ons : 79
(b) Sor t i es : 471

(4 Res lt of mo t mport t m s ion : None

h . Co man ng Of i cer on por t nt mi s si on : None

i. Losses i action :
(1 ) s s ac t i on :

a) Na e: 2nd Lieute ant R ndolph W. Lee
l . D t e : 3 Ja y 1 945

(2) Duty to death :
a ) Name ; Fli ht O icer alter C . Collu

1 . Da t e : 8 J anu 1 9 5
(3 ) he f o l ow nam . pi l ot wa s re por t ed . I . A.Outl ne story of November 1944 has s ce retu ned to is

s quadron .
a Name : l s t Li eut en t e 6 . Dodds

1. Date Retur ed : 13 J nu y 1945

. P es tations o awards to past present
members o t is organi ation .(1 ) Name : Lieuten nt C arles E . cCrea y

(a ) B sis : Gallantry i ct on
(b rd : S lver Star

SE
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• ' . 12AF- ABI s ' ANA cb

66th Fighter Sq.

Outline History

SEC T
By Auth CO

r QUA TERS 6 TH FIGHTE 66th Fighter Sq.
AP 650 31 Ja ry 1945

C. . . t i l s

1 Febr ry 1 5

(2 ) Name ; Li eut enant n t ho y R . K au
a) B sis : E traord ary Ach evement
( b ) A a rd : D s t i ng s he d Fl y n g Cr os s

(3 ) ame : Ca pt a i Quent i n J . Go s s
( ) Basi : Extraord nary Achievement
(b ) Award : Di s t i n shed Fl y g Cr os s

(4 ) Name ; Capt ai n ame s P. ar t .g
(a Basis : Extraord ary Achievement
b ) A ard : Dist ng shed Flyi g Cross

( 5 ) Na e : Li e u t enant Dav i d S . Ke t c hu(a Bas i s : Her oi s r not i vol v ng co l c t
(b ) A ard : Sol di er s edal

(6 ) Nam : Capt a i n Ri chard L. Jo ns on
(a ) Basis : eritorious Achievement
(b ) A ard ; Sth Oak Leaf Cl ter

(? ) Name : Capta George S . Irby
(a ) Basis : ®ritorio Ac evement
(b ) A ard : 6th Oak Lea Cl ster

(8 Nane : ieutenant A thony R . Knau
(a ) Ba s i s ; e r i t or i o us Ach i e v ement
(b ) Awar d : 5t h Oak Lea Cl u t e r

(9 Name : Lieut . Colonel william . Yates
(a ) B s i s : e r t or i ous Ach i e v ement
(b ) ard ; 4th Oak L a Cluster

10 Name : Lieute ant Joseph Angelone
( ) Bas i s : e r i t ori o s Achi e ve ent
(b ) Award : 3rd O k eaf Cl us t er

(11) Name: Capta Tho as H. Callan
(a ) Basis : eritorious Ach evement
( b ) Awa r d : 3r d Oak Le Cl us t e r

(1 2 ) N me : Li e ut e nant Lou i s J . e r r. i c a
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ou s Ach i ev eme t
(b ) Award : 3rd a ea Cl ter

(13 ) Alame : Li e ut e nan t l l e r A. Ande r s on
(a Basis : eritoriou Achieve ent
(b ) A a rd : 3 rd ak L af Cl t e r

(14 ) Na e : Capta n Arno H . Hey g
(a ) Basis : eritoriou Achievement
(b ) Award ; 2nd ak Lea f Cl us t e r

SBC •
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. • 1 -ABI - . SE ,

NA/ cb ,. . , -
66th Fighter Sq..

O TL NE HISTORY

SECRET
Hy Auth CO
66th Fighter Sq.

HE DQU RTER 66th Fi ter 31 Jan y 1 45
A 6 50 CC . t i a l s

1 Fe br u r y 1 94 5

15) Na e : Lieutenant David T. Hutton
a ) Ba s i s : ee r i t or i ous ch i e ve en t
Cb ) wa r d : nd Oak Le af Cl u t e r

(1 6 ) Name : Li u t enan t Ge or ge A . os i t e s
(a) Basis: eritorious Achieve ent
(b ) A ard : nd Oak Leaf Cl t er

(17 Name: Lieutenant Gene Norris
(a ) Basis : eritorious Achievement
(b ) Award : nd Le af Cl us t e r

(1 6 Name : Li eu t e na t Cha r l e s E . c r e ar y
(a asis : Meritorious Achievement
(b ) Awar d : 2nd k Le a f Cl us t e r

(19) Name : Lieutenant Richard . ruse
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ou s Ach i e vement
(b ) war d : r e da l

(2 0 1 a e : Li e u t en nt h i l i p T Le man
Ca ) Basis: eritor ous Ac ev ment
b ) Awar d : Ai r l e da l

(21 ) Ns e ; Li eut era t l f ed R. y t h
a) asis: eritorious Achievement
(b ) A rd : Ai r N dal

( 2 ) Name : Li e at e n n t i co l n R. She r OOd
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t o r i ou s Ac h ev eme nt
(b Award : Air edal

( 23 ) Na e : Li e ut enant a t t hew F . He i .n(a ) asis: Meritorious Ac evement
( b ) A r d : Ai r Meda l

( 4 ) Na ; Lieute nt Samuel Z . Hunnicutt
(a ) a s i s : I e r i t or f ou s Ac h v emen t
(b ) A a rd : Ai r aeda l

(25 ) Na e : Lieutenant ugene D . K anzush
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ou s Ac i e v emen t
(b ) A a rd : Ai r eda l

{ 6 ) Name : Li e ut enar_t C a r l e s T . Pa i ne(a ) Basis ; eritorious chievement
( b ) Awa rd ; A r eda l

, .
(27 ) Na e : Lieute ant kens V, S ith

{a Basis : Meritorious Achievement
{b Awa rd : Ai r e da l

SE
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A Q T i t er 66t h ì t 8 q_.
. , 5 0 31 J nu r 45

C.C. I t

1 . Feb r 1 4 5
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. Si s i t or i o s A t

b d : i d
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Shee t No , 1 , i r Di y of t he 66 h Fi gh t e r Squa on , APO 65 0,

on t h of Janua r y , 1 94 5 . Pr e ar e d by A . N . Agos t ol ou , l s t Li e ut . , AC

DAY E TS

1 I e tremely "'b py air ," two effective and one neffective
m ssions were flo n o attack upon railway a hi hway
nstall tions. ajor eaf ddressed the enlisted men b fore
p y ca . . a d t hanke d t hem f or he i r work of t h e pa s t ye ar ,
ith yo con ti ed cooperation he added , we wfll be able
t o m n t a our r e c o of one o t he be s t t a c t i ca l s q dr on s
i the Air Corps.

2 Conti u d a eather over the Western Po Valle per itted
a conti u tion of ou concentrated effort aga nst enemy -
road and com u ic tion li es and o missions were lown.
Col one l Lydon , Sq dr on Comm nder a t t he t me o o r l eav i
t he St a t es and now Group Commander of t he 32 4th Fi ht er
Group , f l ew t o y t o r enew ol ac qu n t c es .

3 On the l st of hree rout e issions to the Po Valley
Lfeut, Randolph W . ee's aircraft received k hits _he was forced to bail out n the Vero a A ea. " Desert
Victory " as sho n this even n s a art of the " In-
form tion d ucation " program .

4 I another " a l out day " seven missions of thirty sorties
er e f l own .t h heavy de s t ruc t i on be n rai ned on rol l i ng
stock. Fou a d eight ship fli hts still cont n as i
evide ced by the 96 m ssions tot lin 60 sorties flow
n the onth o December . .

5 Bad weat er over the ome field and target area restricted
our efforts to two ar ed recces . " editerranea Sweep ,
a c ol l e c t i on of t r ue s i r c or ps y arns r om Ca i r o t o 8 ome ,
is now available and amon st the stories is the P l Sunday
M ssacre when the E ter ators de history a also the
escapades of jors L f nd B nedict.

6 Poor f l yi n wea ther or ced t he c a ce l l at i on of ou m
s chedul ed i s s i ons . The f i r s t a t y morni ng i ns pe c t i o
of the enl sted en s u rters as held to-day e d ajor
Va Slyke was uch mpressed by the tidiness of the bu ld ng,

SE
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She e t o . 2 , ar Di ary f t he 66t h Fi gh er Squadr on , .PO 650

ont h o Jan r y , 1 9 . P e p r e d by N. po s t o l ou , l s t L e ut . , C

D Y E E TB

? sol i d ove rcas t i n t he Po Val ey cu t ai l ed o f l y n f or
t he day . The enl i s t ed n s quart er s no boa s t a s q dr on
armory wher e i ar e e pt a t he men s ar s . I t promi s e s
to be qu te an i portant ovation over the system nder

c each m retai ed his o n carb e amon st is personal

e f f e ct s .

6 ailstones a d low h nging clou s kept o operational

ef f or t s a t a s ands t f l . Wh l e on a l ocal t r a f l t ,
Flight O ficer cCollu dove into the Liguri n 3ea just

est of base a d altho h the area was searched by several

a ra t , t he r e s ul t s er e f r ui t l e s s and he i s pr e s abl y
l os t .

9 T rou out fo m ssions low despite intermittent sno

a d fog , we ch l ed up n et en sorties in the cont uation
o ou rail terdiction pro r . Newly al n sno
practically obliterated terra eatures,

but we success-
f u .]_ a t t a cke d ene i n s t a l l a t i ons wi t h g ood r e s ul t s .
Operations Officer , Captai Rich d L . Jo nso ,

left for
erica for 30 days of temporary duty ; u til his retu n ,

Captain G orge S . by il be Ops. 'ficer .

1 0 t hou we a t e r cond i t i on s we r e f ar f r om i de e l f or f l y g ,
rai oa targets were attacked and several rail l nes ere
cut in addition to the d m ging of enem rolli g stock .
The concession for the squ dron laun ry has be n given to
a local laundry co cern a d al elothes m t now be ta n
there for ashing .

Fl ing t rou h overcast and snow flurries ich would h ve
detered less e perienced pilots, three .ssions set course
to attack fuel d ps and military n tallatio s the Po
V lley. The th d flight was forced to l nd at Florence
hen ou field as completely weathered n by a snowstorm.
Th s eve i Brig dier General Ch dlaw decorated me bers
of the squ dre w o had earned a ds for meritoriou
achievement n the si or m ritoriou service in m ntenance
of o ai r cr af t .

S
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She e t No . 3 , ra r Di ar y o f t he 66 t h Fi g t e r Sq a r on , APO 650 .

on t of Ja ua r y , 1 94 5 .
Pr e pa r e d by . : . Apos t o l ou ,

l s t Li e ut . ,

DAy E ENTS
,

now f l u r i e s pr ev e n t ed us f r om f l y i ng d i g t he mor n n
but the afternoon one dive bomb ng mi sion was s borne.
P e arations are now being made by the officers for the

dance to be held on the 15th of the month co memorat ng

the fourth birthday of the 57th Fighter Group. As us a ,
the biggest problem is women and it eppears t at the local

Italian si orinas ill have a big p y.

13 A d i zl n rai throu hout the day kept a our sched led

e f f or t s on t he g r o nd . Appr ox i a t e l y a mon t h a go i e ut .
ayn e S . Dodd s wa s f or c e d t o l and be hi d ene l i ne s , but
t o - da y he r e t urn ed t o t e s quadr on eage r t o f l y u t i l he
h s reached his hu dredth m ssion .

14 For the second day runn ng , bad weather the target area

orced t e cancellation of all issions . hen weather

per its over home base on " stand do n " days, it h s be-

come a Group policy to ly tra ng flights . The first

d ace of what is hoped to be weekl affa was held this

evening by the e isted men n conjunction with the men of

a quarters.

15 ig way and rail bridges were the m i t rgets for ou
fi ter bombers ou fo missions . Fou years ago to-
day the 57th Fighter Group was activated and th s eve

a gala party and d ce was held by t e officers to co -

merate the occasion .

16 Non operational weather over the Po Va ley stood us do
for the day . A gen tal was given this even .ng

in the

s q dr on ' s ne ha l by t he Gr ou p Ar Li s i s on O f i c e r ,
ieut. Rus ell , under the " I & E " progra . For erely

a meet place for local Co ists, the ha l , w ch

adjo ns the livin q rters of the enlisted men ,
ill

now be u ed for squadron meetings and social affairs.

17 Bad e ther released u for the morning but l ter n the

y , two mi s s i ons er e f l own aga i ns t ene r ai l ] . es
the E stern Po Val ey. At a form tion held at Group

SECR
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Sheet No, 4, ar Di y of the 66th Fighter 3qu dron, APO 650.

onth o Ja uary , 1945. PrPpared by . N Apostolou lst Lieut. g

D Y EvE1

Headqu r t er s , A r Co dor e Le e s of t he R. A. F, pr es ent d
jor f wit the hig y coveted ritish Dist g shed

Fly Cro s.

18 In fou missio s low to-day our fighter bombers blasted

ene com n ication a d supply l nes the Po Va le . A

group of factory tra ed s eci sts have been giving tal

to grou d crews a pilots on the latest modifications of

the P-47. I vie of the act that o conversion from

K ttyhaw to Th derbolts Was m de in the field , these
lectures have been of easu able val e to cre chiefs.

19 A attempt was m de to ve tu e the dirty weather of the
Eastern Po Valle but a solid overcast obscu the tar et

a d the for ation returned ith bo bs. T O enlisted m n
departed this morn ng enroute to the Zone o the terior
for thirty days.

'

20 u fo missions ere concentrated aga st communfcation
l es d as the result of o efforts , a vast smou t o
destroyed rolli g stock was left behind n the Po Valley .
For t he l as t f ew n i gh t s s ev er al member s of t he s qu dr on
h ve been holding practice jam sessions and it is anti-
cipated that shortly e ill h ve a squ dron orchestra
f or s oc i a l f u c t i on s .

21 No s t a r t l i ng r e s ul t s wer e or th c om g f r om our f ou mi s s i o s .
D i ng or_e of t he s e L eu t enan t Lo ui s J . Per n i c a ' s s houl der ,
as ell as his aircraft received fla hits forc h to

be ly la d at Florence . the same mission Lieuten nt

Ja es . Jones ' sircra t was badly damaged by fl and e

crash landed at Falconara ; it is believed t at he did not

su fer erso al injury .

22 For the l a st f ew days o s i r cr af t s ta t u has been r n i
in lo gear and for that reason ou ma effort for the day

amou ted to twenty sorties. 'ith the territory narro ed

do to one sm ll a ea , the Po alley , the Ge mans h ve

concentrated a tremendo amo t of fl which has resulted

an creas n ber of hits on o aircraft. However,

SECRET
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Sheet No. 5, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sq dron , A
650.

orth of Ja u r , 1945. Prepared by A . N . Apostolou, lst Lieut., AC

DAY
V TTS

these black days ve been encountered e
t

s
e ce

y

ard work on the part °
limbed ri ht bac to the top .

Groug , we have always c g

23 P i or t o ba s e wea t her c l os g i ., we
f l e t o rout ne

. s
i on s s ea r ch of wor t h h i l e e g

a r e a . s t
a
t ot a l l y

s

in the Po Valley at the present t

obsc ed by snow ana fli nt leaders are experiencing

d i f f i c u l t y i n l o ca t i n t a r g e t s • b
e
e e t

oy i r_g
o
t he

av e s

i n Ro e a f ew l uck r pi l ot s h v e J

acco od
ations of the 1 th Air For e Rest Camp o the

Riviera at Cannes,
Fr ce .

24 Con t i r b d we a t he r ari d wi t r y c ond i t i on s i t he Po
The cu tural

Va l l e y k pt on e gr o a d
g t he neg t t h r e e

s i de of t e U. S . U. h a rs o u
day a ballet w l be prese ted at 3i

lots
s
and

1
a
e
gen

p

The a t e r . Co b at pi c t ur e s t ake by P

talk by the squadron Intelligence Cffiler
ere

e
featu ed on

Apo s t o l ou , vn
t e s i r s i t ua t i on i n I t a y

t h i s week 's " I & F " pr o r m.

25 Ground fog a d clo s i the western and northern sections

of the Po Va11ey gro ded our kites once a ain new

pi l o t s we r e a s s i n ed t o t ie s q dr on t o- day .

s uf f e r e d i t s or l y d e f ea t t h e f i n a l s ° f
ha s

e
c ont i n ue i t s

Tou na en t , t he s o_e
d G

OSSe t o
e
l e a gue

t
s
t
nd n g f i nds us

whi r l w .
d pa c e . Th

v d e f e a t ed and t i ed f or t o p po s i t i un .

6 As soon as weather permits ,
the sq dron ill be p rticipat ng

in a n w t ctical plan of operatia
ed es

i
have

d
e
e b

assi ned
of ene r a i l t ar ge t s i n a d e s i gn of t he
to this Group and it will be t e responsibility

q adrons to not o ly estroy t ese viii li e
ve

a
also

to insu e their cont n ed n erviceabi y

een as ig ed another area in w ch e are respor.sib
le for

t he de s t r uc t i on of r ol l g s t o ck a r d. . o
t or t r an por t .

SEC
_
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She e t No . 5 , War Di ar y o t e 6 6t t Fi ht e r q a dr on , A 0 650 .

t h o f Jan r y , 1 94 5 . r e par e d by . N . Ap s t o l ou ,
l s t f Ut . ,

D y EV TS

? Clear g eather f nally favored o r ighter bomber

e forts and d ring the co rse of the day ,
four ssions

ere flo with routine res ts. ter their success-
fu dance of t is evenin ,

the enlisted men are prou ly

boast g that they have at long last crashed the ates

of the local society league .

8 A brea in overcast the late morn g gave ou h nder-
bombers opportunity to po nd ene y rolling stoc
d the three missions flown , Of late there s been

a noticeable change in the length of ti e reau red for

m il to reach s from the States . contrast with the

fast delivery by the sir routes , o biggest moral booster

is no bei shipped over the sea lane .

2 9 Ou bi ge s t e f 'or t i n days f o nd us f l y f ve mi s s i on s
totaling thirty t ree sorties. O last three sho.s set

cov se for an area near the Swiss border where a con-

centration of Ger n troop perso nel d been reported

With awin to the Reich ; a thorough search of the area

by o flight leaders revealed no su exodu .

30 other " all out " day with o six ssions p e ling

the Germ n " life line " n the Po Val ey ; rail ay cars

suffered the brunt of our attack with twenty seven be n

dar age d a .d
f i v e de s t r oye d . Hi gh up n t he Ape n e

ount n a lodge has been hired by the sq dron to be

used as a s hut . Ten men at a time wil spend a t ree

day period there and skiis wi l ae supplied by the squ dro

d Gr oup Spe c i a l Se r v i c e s .

31 Six attem ts ere a.de
to venture the overcast th

.a
t

hovered over base ar_
d t rgets areas but only t o flights

mana ed to fl effective missions with the rema derg
be n abortive . The I & E " meeti g held this even g

had as its speaker Colonel lton of the British y

whv l e c t ed on t he or gani za t i on and pr ob l e s of A . : . G

s c ET
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