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. Page 3., Outline History of €6th F, S, November 1944

~ P AT

(4) Name: 1st Lieutenant Vinsent J. Bracha . >
(a) Basis: Wounded in Action '
() Award: Purple Heart
(6) Name: Captain Richard L. Johnson
(a) Basis: MNeritorious Achievement
(b) Award: 4th OLC to Adr ledal
(6) Name:; 1lst Lieutenant Vincent J. Bracha
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(o) Award: 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster
(7) Name: 1lst Lieutenant George S. Irdy Jr.
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: 3rd OCak Leaf Cluster
(8) Name: 1lst Lieutenant Howard W. Danks
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: 3rd Oak Leaf Cluster
(9) Neme: 1st Lieutenant Howard W. Danks
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster
(10) Neme: Captain Thomas He. Callan
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: £nd Oak Leaf Cluster
(11) Neme: Captain William H. Ehmey
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: &2&nd Oak Leaf Cluster
(12) Name: lst Lieutenant liller A. Anderson
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
: (b) Award: 1st Oak Leaf Cluster
(13) Name: 1lst Lieutenant Quentin J, Goss
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: 1lst Oak Leaf Cluster
(14) Name: 1lst Lieutenant James L. Moody
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: 1st Oak Leaf Cluster
(15) Neame: Captain James P. Hartwig
{a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(p) “ward; 1lst Ozk Leaf Cluster
(16) Neme: Captain Thomas H. Callan
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(o) Award: 1lst Oak Leaf Cluster
(17) Name: 1st Lieutenant Theodore latula
(a) Basis: Meritoricus Achievement
(b) HAward: 1lst Oak Leaf Cluster
\ (18) Name: 1lst Lieutenant William C, Tench
(ag Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: lst Oak Leaf Cluster
(19) Neme: 1st Lieutenant Anthopy R. Knauf
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: lst Oak Leaf Cluster
(20) Neme: 1lst Lieutenant Arno H. Heying
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: Air Medal
(21) Name: 1st Lieutenant Miller A, Anderson
(a) Basis:. Meritorious Achievement
(b) Award: Air Medal
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SECRET
Sheet No. 1, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqdn., AP0 650, U 5 Army
Month of November, 1944. Prepared by A. N. Apostolou, lst Lieut., A.Cs

DAY EVENTS
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Sheet No. 2, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqdn., AP0 650, U S Army
Month of November, 1944. Prepared by A. Na Apostolou, lst Lieut., AC

DAY EVENTS

5 Early this morning the pilots and a few of the ground officers
moved to Grosseto where they will be conveniently located for
operations., Our Thunderbombers once again resumed their attacks
on communication lines in the Po Valley and as the result of two
armed recces, heavy blows were inflicted on the enemy's rolling
stock, " B " party at Grosseto Merina set to work building a
bridge over which the remainder of equipment can be hauled.

6 Operations " Bingo," a large scale erfort by the 12th and 15th
aAir Forces to disrupt vital communication lines in the Brenner
Pass, found sixteen of our aircraft bombing and strafing an
important transformer station at Trento with excellent results.
An armed recce was also flown., Work on the bridge progressed at
a rapid pace and by mid-afternoon the first traffic had crossed.
In view of the fact that the canal was thirty feet wide, that no
material was available except fallen trees and scrap lumber and
that the men had no previous exgerience in bridge construction,
the bridge can be considered a feat of engineering.

7 Excellent weather in the battle area fuvored our fighter bomber
efforts and an armed recce and two dive bombing shows were flown.
A Utilities Section has been organized in the squadron for a trial
period of one month. Their duties will consist of maintenance of
squadron buildings, telephones, lighting system, and sanitation.
They will be available for winterizing of vehicles and tents,
construction of stoves, or such squadron improvements as may be
deemed necessary. The section is comprised of eleven men headed
by S/8gt. George W, Coyle.

8 The assault against the enemy's rail and road communications
continues and for cur part, we flew a dive bombing show and an
ermed recce. Captain Sidney A, Auerbach, our sguadron doctor
for the past ten months, has assumed the duties as Group Surgeon;
his replacement is Captain John W. Kelley, formerely with a bomb
gT0UD.

g Two flights of four planes each joined formation when closing
weather obscured their designated targets and covered a bridge
with an excellent bomb pattern. The bridge connecting our new
camp area and the airdrome has been completed and the pilots and

enlisted men who were living in Gresseto, ,have all returned home
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Sheet No. 3, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqan., AP0 650, U S army
Month of November, 1944, Prepared by A. N. apostolou;Alst Lieut., AC

S, ‘

DAY

EVENTS

to live a normal life. Ella Logan of " Lochlomon " fame enter-
tained this evening in Grosseto.

10

Two uneventful armed recces to the Po Valley and a clese support
show over the Gothic Line constituted our day's flying activity.
Lieut, Vincent J. Bracha, who has been M.I.A. since 9 September
1944, returned to the squadron to-day, His hair raising exper=-
1ences will rank amongst the best that pilots will be able to
relate in years to come.

" unity to study the results of their bombing.

Heavy operations to-day with four missions being flown. Targets
were plentiful and enemy rolling stock suffered additional damage.
The pictures taken by the photo plane are now available within a
few hours after the flight lands. A MAAF photo man is now attached
to the group for the purpose of assuring immediate developing and
while the mission is fresh in their minds, pilots hava an opport-

No variation of the directive and once again it was three dive
bombing shows to the Po Valley. Eugene L. Noyd is missing in
action after his aircraft was seen to crash and explode. While
releasing a hung up bomb, he flew too low and went through his
bomb blast. Seventeen eager " sprog " pilots joined the squadren
to-day.

13

The weather closed in after our third show and cur fourth scheduled
mission was abortive., The men on the line are now eating their
noonday meal at the field, The food is prepared at camp and then
taken to the line in containers. High neck sweaters and the new
type fleld jacket were issued all men for winter wear.*

14

Once again prevail bad weather limited our efforts to one
armed recce., A meet of the enlisted men was held in the eve-

ning at which liajor Mallet, Captain Kelley, our new doctor, and
1st Sgt. Pettis discussed several pertinent matters of s uadrun
interest. The largest mail call in many weeks, amongst which were
many packages marked " Don't Upen Until Christmas, eft many in
high spirits.
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Sheet No. 4, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqdn., APV 650, U S Army.
lMonth of November, 1944, Prepared by A. N. Apostolou, lst Lieut., AC

DAY EVINTS

15 A " dry run" this morning for a dawn take-off but bad weather
stood us down for the day. The " Stars and Stripes," official
Army newspaper, is distributed to each department daily. This
news sheet has the unamious np{roval of the men and by their
authentic coverage of all battle fronts and domestic news, we
are able to keep well informed of world happenings.

16 On the second of three missions flown to-day, Lieut. William C.
Tench's plane was hit by flak above Ferrara. He was seen to bail
out but due to intense anti-sircraft fire in the area, no one
observed whether he landed successfully. The original men of the
sguadron are entitled to their fifth ( silver ) combat star now
that the battle for Italy has been divided into two campaigns =
Naples-Foggia, and Rome-ATrno.

17 For the first time in many weeks we flew an aerial cover mission
for B-25's, However, as often is the case, our medium friends
failed to make their rendezvous. 7Two armed recces also set course
over the Po Valley, To-day's flight found many of the new pilots
flying their first operational missions.

18 Twenty-nine months of operational experience has taught us that
trouble comes not as spies but in battallions. When Lieut,
Richard L. Flace augered in during a strafing pass, it was our
third loss within a week, On the first of our four missions flown
for the day, Lieut. Richard L. Johnson led one of the hottest
shows flown in these parts in many days. M/T, rolling stock, and
a bridge were left in the wake of destruction and then on the way
home Lieut. Yohnson spotted what appeared to be an ammunition dump.
Fully aware of the danger entailed, he radioced his flight not to
follow him, He then dived down to strafe the central building and
the structure exploded, causing eight surrounding buildings to
collapse and disintegrate. A brilliant show by one of the most
gallent leaders to step into the cockpit of a plane.

19 Another day of intensified operations during which we flew five
missions totaling 36 sorties. Once again flight leaders reported
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Sheet No. 5, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqdn., APO 650, U 5 Army.

Month of November, 1944, Prepared by A. N. Apostolou, lst Lieut., AC

DAY

EVENTS

an unusual amount of destruction rained on rolling stock with
Lieut. Callan and flight claiming thirty cars, 1st Sgt. Leland
W. Pettis returned to the States for a thirty day furlough and
during his absence, T/Sgt. Edward J. Doyle will be acting 1lst
5gta

20

One ineffective mission was flown and then a solid overcast in
the Po Valley stood us down for the remainder of the day. Word
was received from higher Headquarters that in the future it will
be discretionary with the squadron a&s to the number of men return-
ing to the Stetes on thirty day furloughs. Our policy will be to
rotate ten men monthly.

£l

Three missions were flown to-day and although we caused consider-
able damage to Jerry's rail system, we lost another pilot in the
course of our operations. Lieut. Henry T. Leek, one of our new
pilots, was seen to crash in the side of a mountain. Question-
aires will be filled out to-day stating preferance for either
permanent rotation to the States or thirty day furloughs. With
the arrival of eight new pilots to-day, we now have the largest
number of flying personnel in the squadron's history - fifty-one.

22

Three armed recces to the Po Valley proved most costly to the
enemy's waning rolling stock. Targets have been more plentiful
these last few days and our pilots have taken full advantage of
this opportunity. One close support mission over the Gothic Line
brought an immediste commendation from the 34th Division.

23

TInclement weather held all planes on the ground for the day. How=-
ever, 1t did afford us the opportunity to enjoy our third Thanks-
giving overseas in & more leisurely fashion. The traditional
dinner, turkey with all the trimmings, was served in the late
afternoon. The new mess hall ( a collapsible Italian barracks )
of the enlisted men was opened for the big meal,
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Sheet No. 6, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sgdn., APO 650, U S Army.
Month of November, 1944, Prepared by A. N. Apostolou, lst Lieut., AC

DBY EVENTS
24 lLast evening the enlisted men were the guests of the officers at
a surprise party which will be remembered by all for many days
to come. That old jinx, Bad Weather, haunted us again to-day and

we were forced to remain idle. The squadron Christmas cards,
designed by Pvt. Karl A, Miller, have been distributed to the men.
The card is in marked contrast to that of last year as it enters
more into the spirit of Christmas,

25 As the result of the Po Valley and Gothic Line being socked in
solid, we spent another inactive day. There has been & reshuff-
ling of living guarters or the enlisted men now that the 65th
Squadron has vacated their buildings at Marina and moved to
Grosseto., The entire squadron is living in a " casa " of some
form or shape. When the names of the men returning to the States
for thirty day temporary duty were posted, there were five
a%ditional names added to the original ten, plus one ground
officer,

26 One effective mission was flown in the morning, and although
flight leaders made a determined effort to navigate through the
overcast in the afternoon, the two missions returned with their
bomb loads. The Red Cross has set up lounges in the old farm
buildings down on the line where the men may relax by reading,
playing ping pong, while sipping " coffee and."

27 Non operational weather prevailing in base and target areas
during the day kept our scheduled effort on the ground. Late
in the afternoon, word was received that the dam had broken and
profiting from our past experience, immediate precausions were
taken to insure the safety of the aircraft and line equipment,
Due to orders from higher Headquarters, the number of men return-
ing to the S5tates has been cut to six enlisted men and one ground
officer,

28 A maximum effort of four armed recces found us continuing our
assault against communication lines in the Bremner Pass., The
flood waters have covered much of the surrounding country and
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washed out a few bridges, but the drome and the bridge connecting
the camp area remain untouched, However, to be on the safe side,
a crew of mechanics and pilots spent the night at operations.

£9

Four armed recces afforded us an opportunity to remew the harrying
of rolling stock and road traffic in the Brenner Pass., Hunting

was excellent and in the course of the day's operations 34 railroad
cars were destroyed and 18 damaged, 26 M#T destroyed and 20 damaged.
One of the better villas of the enlisted men's camp area has been
converted into an ideal day room. In addition to the ever present
ber, there is a reading room, barber shop, gambling den, and a study
room in which Italien lessons are given periodically by 5/5gt.
Gerald Schwartz. A snack bar with food bought from canteen funds

at a local commissary, is open nightly.

30

In our continustion of an all out attack against communication lines
in the Bremnner Pass Area, additional heavy blows were inflicted on
rolling stock. The heavy operations of the last few days has nec-
essitated a maximum cf effort on the part of the flying and ground
personnel, Any well coordinated team will experience its rough
periods but during recent weeks there has been a marked improvement
in the squadron's efficiency. Pilots are eager; the ground crew
despite their twenty-nine months overseas service, are still willing,
and the squadron never seemed to operate more smoothly.
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DAY EVENTS

Special Account of lission No. 934: 18 November 1944

Narrastive: 8 a/c headed out at 8000 feet over Lonato, Italy area.

4 a/c dropped 8 x 500 GP bombs on 15 passenger cars in three strings
and either deisel or electric engines. All bombs fell on the target
destroying £ engines, severely damaging the third and knocking out

all 15 cars with direct hits. 1 a/c¢ strafed an ammc dump at F27=T4
expleding one of 9 similar buildings and causing 8-10 smaller buildings
to collapse. The smoke from the explosion reached 4000 feet and debris
entrenched itself in the wings of another plane. 4 a/c¢ straffed 3 W/T
moving north at F23-74 and 1 J/T at F18-61, all were flamers. 1 asc
made one pass on a factory building with flat cemouflaged roof and left
it smoking at F22-72. 4 a/c attacked H/W overpass at Fli-6€3 with a
string of 15 cars on the railway tracks. 1 D/H knocked out overpass,
disentegrated two cars and cut the tracks, £ other hits cut the tracks
twice and demolished four cars, one of which went up in flames. 4 a/c
made two passes on 3 M/T heading east at F17-61. All were flamers.

PoT MG PILOT MO
Johnson 89 Callan 82
Palovich 75 Place 96
Norris 9z Moody 86
Dodds 94 Angelone 71
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