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_. . - .-
_ Page 4 . , Out l ne s t o of 66 h F . November 1 4 - '

(B8) N es lst Lieuten t ay e 3. D ds
(a -Bas i a s er i t or i ous Ac i evem t
Cb rd : J1. r eda

C : Capt J e s P. a i g
(a B si : M ritorio Ac evem t
(b A rd: A r d l

( 4 ) N u e : l t L e ut e t os e i A el one
s as i s s er i t or i ous A ev e t
b) A d: ir e al

( 5) me: lst Lieuten t David S. Hutton
Ca Basis: eritorio s Achieve nt
(b A d : A d

( 6 ) N e : l s t Li eut e a t ar o d A. S a on
(a) asi = eritoriou Ach ev nt
(b{) rard : A x ed l

7) B ; lst Lieute t rry L. ogan
(a) sis: eritorious Ac eve nt
(b ) A a d : i r edal

( 8 ) l a e : d Li eut enant ù ene L. No d
a) asis : eritorious Ac eve ent

(b ) Award ; Ai r edal
(29) Nam : lst L euten t C arles E. c reary

a) sis: eritorious Ach evement
(b ) : r da l

(30 ) N m : l s t Li e ut na t Ro er t C. Lo
(a ) sis: eritorious Ach ev ment
(b A d : r edal

(31 ) Na e : l s t L eut e t C r l e s . ybe r y
Ca ) Bas i s : r i t orf ous Ach ev nt
(b ) A a d : r eda l

C3 ) N e: lst Lieuten nt ld . cDo nell
(a ) B s i s ; Mer f t or i o s Ac eve m nt
(b ) a d : i r edal

( 33 Na e ; l s t Li eut e s nt G orge A. s i t es
(a) Basis eritoriou Ac eve ent
b ) A ard : Ai r e d

,
(34 Name : lst Lieutenant Gene Nor is

a ) asis : ritorious Ach evem nt
(b ) Awa r d : A r e da l

(35) e s lst Lieute at Carl J. eis berg
a B 1s : er i t or i ou Ac eve e t

(b ) r d : da l

. c l o s ed i s t he a Di r y of t he 6fi t h Fi ght Squ dro f r
the p iod 1 Nov®mbe t ru 30 November 1 44, d rrative o d ssi n

34 .
C. ,or , A r orps

Co d g .

I
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Sheet No. S, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqd ., P 650, II

ont h of November , 1944 . Pr epar ed by . . pos t ol ou , l s t eut . , AC

DAY E E TS
_ -

5 Ear l y t s morn ig t he p ot and a f e of t he gro d of f i c ers
oved to Grosseto here th y ill be conveniently located for

operations. O Thu derbombe s once aga resu ed the att c s

on co un cation l es in he Po Valley a d as the res t o t o

armed recces, hea y b1o S ere inflicted on the ene y 's rol i

stock. B " party at Grosseto ar set to ork b ld a
brid e over h ch the rem ind of eq pment can be ed. •

6 Operations " B o," large scale ei'fort b the 12th n 15th
Forces to disrupt vital com cation lines in the Br e

Pas s , f o d s z t een of ou a r cr af t bombi and s t r af i n n
import nt tran former station at Trento With eacellent results.
a armed re cce as al s o f l o rn . ork on t he br i dge pr ogr e s s ed at

a r p d pac e and by mi d- a t ernoon t he f r s t t r af f i c ad cr os s ed .
vi e o t he f ac t t ha t t he c nal s s t h r t y f ee t i de , t a t no

aterial as available except alle trees a d scrap lu ber d

t at e men had no previo eap rience bridge constr ction ,
the bridge can be considered a feat of engineerin .

7 E cellent ther the b ttle are vored o fighter bomb

efforts d an armed recce a d t o dive bombin sho s Were floun.
A Utilities Section has been orga i2 the squ ro or a tr
pe r i od of on e mon t h . T ei r dut i e s i l l co s i s t of a i nt en nc e o
sq ron build .s, telephones, lighti g syste , and sanitation.
They ll be ava able for nterizi of vehicles and tents,
construction of stoves, or su squadron i provements as y be
dee d necess ry. The section is comprised of elev n m eaded

by S/Sgt. George . Coyle.

8 he assault aga nst the enemy's rail and road commu catio

conti es a for ou p t, e flev a dive bomb n sho nd an

med recce. Capt in Sid y . uerbac , ou sq o doctor
for the past te months, s assumed the duties as Group Surgeon ;

s replacem nt i Capts Jo n . Kelley, ormerely ith s bomb

gr oup .

9 T o l ght s of f o pl anes each o i n ed f ormat i on h® cl os
eather obscu ed the r desi a d targets an covered a bridg
ith e ce le t bomb pattern. The bridge connect o r new

ca p are and t e a drome as een co pleted the p lots a

enllsted n ho were livi a Grosseto,,have all ret ned ho
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Shee t To . 3 , Wa Di of t e 66t h Fi t e Sq . , AP 650 , U S

Mont h of Nov e ber , 1 944 . Pr epar ed by . N. Apos t ol ou , l s t L eut . , C

D Y V T3

t o l i ve a n or l l i f e . F .a Logan of " L chl omon " f ame ent er -
ta ned this eve ng i Grosseto.

o u even t f ul arm r ec ce s t o t he Po Va e y and s c l os e upport
show over the Gothic e constituted our y 's fly act vit .Lieut. V cent J. B acha , ho h s been .I. . s nce 9 Septembe
1944, returned to the sq d on to-d y. s ha rais e per-
iences l rank amon st t e best that p ots w be able to
relate years to co .

1 He a oper at i o t o- d y wi t h f ou ss i ons be g l ow . Tar et s
ere plenti ul and ene roll stock suffered additional da ge.
e pict res ta en by the photo pl ne are now available wit i a

fe ho s after the fli ht l ds. A AAF p oto man is now attache
t o t h e group f or e pu po s of a s s u n i ed a t e devel o g a
wh le the mission is resh their m ds, pilots ave an opport-t y t o s t y t e r e s ul t s of t he i r bombi n .

1 No v iation of the d ective a
_
nd once aga t was t ee dive

bomb sho S to the Po Valley. ene . No is miss
act i on af t er hi s s r cra t was s e en t o cra sh a d e pl ode . h .l e

• releas ng a h up bomb, he flew too low a d went thro h s
bomb bl s t . even t e en eager " s pr og " pi o t s j a ed t he s q dr on
to-day.

13 e eather closed ter o r third show a d ou ourth scheduled
mission was abortive. The e on the line are no eat their
noo day meal at the field. The food is prepared at c p a th
take to the l ne i contai ers. igh neck sweaters and the new
type ield jac et ere issu d ll m n or w nter e r.•

14 Once aga n prevail bad weath r l t d o e orts to one
rmed recce . A meet g of the e listed me was held n the eve-

nin at hich a or allet , Captain lley , ou new doctor , a d
lst Sgt. Pettis discu sed sever l pertinent atters of sq dron
interest. The largest mail ca l m ee s , a on st wh ch Were
a pack ges r ed " Don 't Open til Christm s ,

" left an i
hi h spir ts.
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Sheet No. 4 , War Diary o the 66th Fighter S dn ., A 650 , II .

onth of November ,
1944 . Prepared b A . N . Apostolou , l t Lieut., AC

D Y E TS

15 A " dry r " this morni g for a dawn take-off but bad weather
stood us do for the day. The " Stars and Stripea," of icial
Army newsp per, is distributed to each dep rt ent da ly. Th s
news sheet has the una ious approval of the men a b their
authentic coverage of al battle fronts a d domestic news, we
are able to keep well ormed of orld happen n s.

16 n the secon of th ee missions flown to-day , ieut . lliam C .
T nch s plaae was hit by fl above Ferrara. He was seen to bail
out but due to teuse anti-sircraft ire n the area , no one
observed whet er he la ded successfully . The orig al men o the
8q dron are entitled to their fi th ( s lver ) combat star now
t at the battle for Italy as been divided into two campai -
Naples-Foggi ,

d Rome- o .

17 For the st t e a y weeks we flew an serial cover m ssion
for 8-25 s. o ever, as oft n is t e case, o ediu frie ds
ailed to k t eir ren e vou . T O ar ed recces also set co rse

over t he o Val l ey . To- day 's l i ght f ou d ay of t he n e pi l o t
fly their first operatio al s io s.

18 Twenty-n e months of operational e perie ce h s ta ht t

. trouble comes not as spies but n batt lions. en Lieut.R chard L. Pl ce s gered i duri a strafi pass, it was o
t hi rd l os s i t hi a wee k . t he f r s t of our our i s s i on l o a
for the dsy, ieut. R chard L. Johnson led one of the hottest
shows flown these parts m ny days. /T, rollin stock , d
a br i dge wer e l e f t t he w ke of de s t ruc t i on a d t hen on t he way
home Lieut. Johnson spotted what appeared to be an u tion du p.
Fully awa e o the da er e t iled , e radioed his li ht not to
follow h . He then dived down to strafe the central b ild and
the struct e aploded, c i g eight surrou d b ld n s to
collapse and dis teg te. brill ant sho by one of the ost
galla t leaders to step i to the cockpit of a pla e.

19 Anot her da of t ens i i ed opera t i ons d g hi ch We f l ew f i v
missions total 36 sorties. Once aga fli t leaders re orted
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S e e t No . 5 , ' r'a r Di a r y of t he 6 6t Fi h t e r S q . , A O 650 , II S .

onth of November ,
1944 . Prepared by A . N . Apostolou ,

lst Lieut., C

DAY

an us l amount of destruction ra ned on ro l g stock it
Lieut. Calla a fli ht cla ng thirty cars,

lst Sgt. Leland

W . Pettis returned to the St tes for a thirty day f loug and

dur is absence ,
T/Sgt . Edward J . Doyle will be act g lst

Sgt .

20 One ineffective m ssion as f1o and then a solid overcast
t he o Val l ey s t ood do f or t he re i nder of t he day . 1ord
as received from er Headq rters that n the future it ill
be discretionary ith the squadron as to the nu ber o 'me return-

to the States thirty day f rlou hs. Dur policy ril be to
rotate ten men monthly.

l Three issions ere flo to-day and although e caused consider-
able damage to Jerry 's rail syste , e lost another pilot the
co rse of our operations. Lieut. He ry T. L ek , one of ou ne
pilots, as seen to crash the side of a mou ta . Question-
a r es r l be f i l l ed out t o- day s t a t ng pre e ranc e f or e i t er
perm ent rotation to the States or thirty day f lo ghs. Wit
the ar i l o eig t ne pilots to-day, we no have the largest
n ber o l y ng pe s onne l t he s quadr on ' s hi s t ory - f t y - one .

22 Three ar d recces to the o Valley proved most costly to the
ene 's a rolling stock . Targets have been more plentif̀ul.
these last fe days and ou pilots ve ta en full ad tage of
th s opport ty . One close support mission over the Gothic L e
brou ht i ediate co oe ation from the 34th Division .

3 cle ent weat er held all planes on the gro d or the day. Ho -
ever , it did afford u the opportum ty to en oy our third Th ks-
giv g overseas n a more leisu ely ashion . The traditional
d er , t rke i h all the trimmin s, as served the l te
afternoon. The e ess all C a collapsible Italian barrac s )

o the enlisted me as opened for the big me l.
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Sheet No. 6, Wa Diary of the 66th Fi ter Sqd ,, P 650, II S .
onth of November, 1944. Prep ed by . N. Apostolou, lst ieut., AC

AY Tfi

4 ast eve g the e isted men were the guests of the officers at
a su prise party which Will be remembered by all for days
to come. That old i , ad Weather, ted u aga to-d y d
we ere forced to re i dle. The squ dron C ristmas cards,desi ed by P t. rl A. .

ller, ave bee distributed to the en.The card is m rked contrast to th t of last year s it ent rs
more i to the spirit of Christm .s.

5 xs the result of the Po Valley and Got ic ine bei g socked
solid , e spent another inactive day . There h s be n a reshu f-
l g of liv ng quarters o the enli ted n now that he 65th
Sq d on has vacated their build s at rin nd moved to
Grosseto. The entire sq dron is livin n a " casa * of some
form or shape . hen the n es of the men ret n g to the States
for th rty day tempor y duty were posted , t ere were five
addition l n mes added to the or g al ten , pl s one ground
of f i c s r .

.
6 One e fective ission was flown i the mo i , d althoug

fli ht leaders made a deter ed effort to navigate t ro h the
overcast the a ter oo , t e t O ssions retu ned with the
bo b loada. T e Red Cross has set up lo ges the o d f r
bu d ngs dow on the line where the men m y rel by read n ,
playin ping pon , hile sippin " coffee and ."

2? Non operational eather prevailing n base and target area
du i g the day kept our scheduled e f ort on th gro nd . ate
n the afternoon , word was received t t the dam had bro en a d
profiti from o past experience, i ediate precau ions were
t a e t o s ur e t he s af e t y o t h e a i r c r af t an d l e e q i p e t ,
Due to orders from hig er Headq arters, the nu ber o inen return-
i g to the States s been cut to s en isted men nd one ground
o f f i c er .

28 aximu effort of fou armed recces fo nd us continui g ou
ass u t aga st co m nication l es in the Brenner Pass. The
flood aters ave covered much of the surro nd country an
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Sheet No. ?, a Diary of th® 5 Fi t Sqdn..,
AP 650, II S

onth o N ov mb r , 1944. P p by . N. po tolo , lst L e ., .C.

DAY ' EN

a shed out a e w br i dge s , but t he ome a d t e br i dge connect $
the camp area re in u touched . However , to be on the safe side,
a crew o in ec n cs .nd pilots sp nt the night at op ations.

2 9 Fou d r ec ce s f f orded s an oppor t .t t o r new t he y
of r ol l i g s t oc a d road t r f c t he Bre ner P s s . H nt n
was cellent a d i t e co rse o the d y 's oper tioas 3 ail oa
cars were destroyed a 18 da ged , 6 T destroyed a d 0 da ged.
e o the bet r vil as of the enlisted men 's c mp ar a has be n

conv rted i to an ideal day room. I dition to the eve pr®se t
bar , t ere is a re d g room , arber shop, gambl n d n , a d a s
room i w ch Itali n lessons are given periodicall by / t.
Ge r l d Sc w t . s cl b wi t h f ood bo ght o cant een f s
at a loc l co issar , is op ghtly.

30 In o contin tion of n al out att c ag nst co u icatioa l es
n the Bren er ss ea , additional hea blow ere fl ct d on
pl ing stoc . The hea operations of the st ew da s h s n c-

e s s i t at ed a m i of f̀ or t on t he par t of e f g o
rso nel. y el coord ted team w l :perienc® its ro

per ods but d r recent wee s th e as be n a r ed prove t
he s q dr on 's e f i c i enc . Pi l ot s are eager ; t e gr o crew

d spite the twentp-n e months overseas se ice , are st ll w l
d the sq adran never see d to opera more oothly.
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Sheet No . 6 , ar Di a y of t he 66t h Fi ht er Sq .n . , 0 650 , 8 r

ont h o Nove b , 1 44 . P epared by . N. pos t ol ou , l s t Li eut . , . C.

D Y E TTS

Spec l Ac co t of s s o No . 934 : 18 lovember 19 4

Na rative: 8 a/c head d out at 8000 feet over Lo to, Italy area.
4 /c dropped 8 z 500 G boabs on 15 p ssenger cars i th ee tr s
an eithsr deisel or electric eng nes. l bombs fell on the t rget
destroyi g e g nes, severely dam g the third d l oc in out
all 15 c s ith di ect ts. 1 a/c st afed a o du p at F 7-74

egplod one of9 s il b ldi s and ca ing 8-10 smaller bu ld ngs
to col pse. The smoke from the e plosion reached 4000 eet and debris

nt r ench d i t s e l t he w n s of no t her pl a e . 4 a/ c s t ra f f ed 3 / T
mov i ort h at F - ?4 a d 1 T a t F18- 61 , l l er e 1. er s . 1 a c
ma e one as s on a f act or bu l d i t h f l a t camou l ag d r oo a d l e t
it smo at F -7 . 4 a/c attacked / overpass at F13- 3 it a
s t r of 15 ca s on t e ra i l s y t r acks . 1 D/ H ocked out over pa s ,
dis nte at d o cars a cut t e trac s, 2 ot er i cut the trac s
t i ce demol i s hed ou car s , one of h ch went up i n f .a e s . 4 a/ c

e t O passes on 3 l/T headin east at 17-61. ll ere lamers.

P / 0 p T A C

Jo son 89 Calla

lovich 75 Place 96

Norris oody 86

Dodds Angelone
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