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By Autn CO
65th Ftr Sgdn.
10, June 1945,

SIXTY-FIFTH FIGHTER SQUADRON A.A.F.
AF.0. 650

DECLASSIFIED 10 June 1945,

AR 345-105 nOD DIR 52009

Historical Data,
Commanding General, XXII T.A.C.

Outline History of the S8ixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron
for the period 1, May 1945 to 31 llay 1945,

Present designation: 8ixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron,
Fifty-Seventa Fignter Group, XXII T.A.C.

Changes in organizations

1. Mo changes in designation
2. No changes in asgignment,
3. No changes in attachment.

Subordinates units: None,

Commending Officer: Major. Edward H, Ellington, 0432189,
vice Lt. Colconel Gilbert O, Wymond Jr., 0-431591,relieved,
Chenges in Btaff Officers: 2nd Lieut, Chester C. Fowler,
02057714, is appointed Athletic and Special Service
Yfficer, Additional duty, Cantain, Joe H. Kelth,0661774,
is appointed Flitat Commander "F" Fligat, Primary duty,
Captain, Tnomas E, Bowers, 0792797, is appointed
Operations Officer, primary cuty, Captain., Harry J,
Cavanagn, 0774019, is appointed Assistant Operations
Officer, primary duty, Captain. Jack W. Collins, 0704666,
is appointed Flignt Commander "A" Flignt, primary dutye
Captain, Stanley J, Morrow, 0799232, is appointed Flight
Comuander "B" Flignt, primary duty, Captain. Herbert HE_
Brotners, ©719257, is appointed Flignt Commander "C" 5
Flight, primary duty, lst Lt. Angelo J, Alesanarinil, ig)
appointed Flignt Commander "D" I'light, primary duty. -+
Captain, Tnomas E, Bowers, 0782797, is appointed Tactib@l;\
Ingpector, additional duty, 1lst Lt. Bradley A, Munl, \w
0827251 is appointed Flight Commander "B" Flighat. lst Li.y
Clarence J. Doncyk, 0854691, is appointed Engineering
Ufficer, Primary Duty. let Lt. Stanley M. Simkins, :
0564294, is appointed Adjutant, Primary duty.lst Lit. Jamegl
E. Searden, II, 0682038, is appointed Legal Assistance i
Cffécer, additional duty. DECLASSIFED
DOD DR 52009
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. 8treagth, Commissioned and enlistedds
1, May 1945 Commissioned-62 | enlisted-245
Net increase: Commissioned--0 enlisted===0
Net decrease: Commissioned-14 enlisted--35
31 May 1945, Commissioned-48 enlisted-£10
Stations:

1, Villa Franca, L.G., Itely. Date of arrival-29 April
1945. Date of departure 7 May 1945, Arrived at
Grosetto, L.G., 7 May 1945,

liovements: Moved from Villa Franca, L.G., Italy, to
Grosetto, L.G., Italy, on 7 lMay 1945, Arrived at Grosetto,
on tne 7 May 1945,

Campaigns: Italy, September 16, 1943, Finished, Southern
France=August 15, 1944-finished,

Uperations!

l, Campaign-Italia n.

<. Nature of Bperations: Dive-bom:bing, straffing, visual
recce.

S. Number of missions--9 Sorties--30

4., All missions during the montn were of such importance,
close support was given to the 5th Army.

Losges in actioni None.

Awards and decorations: The following awards nave been made
during tne montn of lay; Tne following have received the DFC-
lst Lt, Truman L, Allen, Capt. Herbert H. Brothers, Capt,

Harry J. Cavanagh, lst Lt, Jack W, Collins, Major. Edward H.
Ellington, lst Lt, Melvin L, Fiedler, 1lst Lt, Mam K. Floerke,
Jdr., 1lst Lt. Wilburn R, Holmes, Jr., Capt. Joe H, Keith, lst Lt.
William E, Lyke, 1lst Lt., Francis J, Middleton, lst Lt. Stanley
J. liorrow, lst Lit., John F. Murphy, lst Lt. Dwight V, Orman,

The following have received the lst OLC too the DFC-Major.
Edward H. Ellington, The following have received tane 2nd OLC
to th e DFC--Capt. James C. Hare, The following have been
awarded the Air Medal--2nd Lt., Robert (NMI) Hill, 2Znd Lt.
Gorman (NMI) Neel, Znd Lt. Frank J. O'Hourke, 2nd Lt. Hobart

G. Pepper, F/0 George R. Heither, F/O Bruce J. Stoddard,2nd
Lt., Edwin L. Gemberling, The following nave received the lst
CLC to Air lledal--2nd Lt. Franklin H., Cummins, lst Lt. Charles
D. Easley, &nd Lt. Robert (NMI) Hill, 2nd Lt. Hobart G, Pepper,
F/0 George R, Reitner, F/0 Bruce J. Stoddard, The following
nave received ihe lst and 2nd CLC to AM--2nd Lt, Chester C.
Fowler, lst Lt. Robert J, Pinkowski, 2nd Lt. William L. Bheftall,
The following nave received the Znd CLC to All--2nd Lt, Byron

D, Beeler, Capt. Harry J. Cavanagh, 2nd Lt, Franklin H,
Cummins, lst Lt., Carl L, Greener, lst Lt, Jack I Gross, 2nd Lt.
Jimmie H. Long, The following have received the 2nd and 3rd
CLC to All--lst Lt. Angelo J. Alesandrini, 1st Lt. David P.
Black, 1lst Lt. Jack J. Glegener, kst Li. Bradley A. iiuhl,
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The following have receive d the 3rd OLC to tne Air lledal--
Capt, Joe H. Keith, The following nave recéived the 3rd and
4th OLC to AM--Capt. Herbert H, Brotners, lst Lt, Jack W,
Collins, lst L%, William E. Lyke,lst Lt. Dwight V. Orman,

The following have received tne 4tn CLC to Al--Capt. Thomes
E, Bowers, lst Lt. liax H, Floerke, Jr., 1lst Lt. Sylvester H,
Hendricks, lst Lt. Wilburn R. Holmes, Jr,., lst Lt, Francis J.
iwiddleton, lst Lt. Stanley J, Marrow, The following Cfficer
nas received the 8th OLC To Air liedal--Capt, James C. Hare,

For tne Commanding Cfficer:

1 Incl:
War Diary

JOSEPH R. HRUBA, ?

Captain, A.A.F.,
Squadron Historical Officer.
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Sheet No. 1 War Diary
Montn of liay 1945
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65ta Ftr 8q., 57tn Fir Gp.
Prepared by

Josenh R. Hrusa,

Captain, Air Corps.
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8ix missions for 20 sorties today. The current advance nas
lifted everyone's morale to a very nign state and we are in
hopes tnat before long tue war nere will be completely over,

One mission for two sorties today. Orders came turough not
to atteck anything on tne ground. We wonder if this is what
we nave been waiting for. Tomorroyg may tell us ihe story.

At last our prmayers anave been answered; The war in Italy is
over, Tne surrender of all German trcops in Italy puts a
finish to the campaign. There was little celebrating tonight
as most everyone was thankful that the war here 1s over.

We are all praying that the end of the entire Buropean war is
in sight. The Sguadron flew 4 missions for 8 scrties. All
missions were visunal recce's and no attacks wsere made,

Ng flying at all today! Today has been a day of rest and pr
prayer.

The allied armies in Germany are making wonderful advances,
gnd it is felt that V-E day is near at hand.

8till waiting for the enil

Today the advance party left Villa-Franca to return to Grosseto.
The squadron has been orderedto return to Grosseto. Everyone
ie now walting to see what will happen to the Group. Iliost
everyone is wisning that we will return to the States before

we are sent anywhere else.

At last, after five long years of fighting, V-E day 1s here.
The news of the unconditional surrender of all German armies
was received by everyone with much joy. Although everyone
was happg, there was lltile celebrating.

Nothing doing today!
Other members of the squadron arrived from Villa Franca today
leaving just & skeleton crew benhind. The Test should be here

in a couple of days.

llorale is excellent! Everyone is now waiting to see what will
happen to us., We are all hoping that it happens soon.
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dar Diary sheet No. Z2-cont'd.

LVENTE

12.

18,

The movies have started at the Service Group Theater again.
Two shows a night. The Officers and enlisted men are work-
ing to open their beach clubs agadn. They should be ready
soon and will provide excellent recreation during our wait,

hurch services today, both catholic and protestant.
Training missions in the morning, Heecreation in the afternoon,

The enlisted men defeated the Officers in softball this even-
ing, the score was 14 to 1. Nothing else of interest took
nlace,

The picture tonight at the Service Group theatre was "Objective
Burma" with Errol Flynn, It was a very interestering picture,

Instead of & movie tonight, we had a U.5.0. show with Roscoe
(Stuttering) Ates, Three lovely American girls were in the
cast and the show wac very entertaining. Would like to see
more llke that. The u¢f1c,rs sof tball team was defeated by
66th Squadron enlistcd men, the score 5 to 1.

The U.S5.0. show was repeated tonight for the second time.

No events.

Catholic and Protestant church services today. Mlovie at the
Service Group in the evening, A
Training flights in the morning and not much doing in the after-
nocn.,

The movie tonight was "A Guy Wamed Joe" with Spencer Tracy.
It was a very entertaining picture. The Officees softball
team was defeated by 64th Squadron enlisted men, 1ll-3.

No events,

Waiting and monaarlné what is going to happen to us has the

squadron on edge. lorale is still emcellent and we &are in
hopes that somethin g happens soon,

There was quite a party tonight. It was held in nonor of our
C.Cs whos is lu&Vlhb for the states, and also to celebrate
some promotions. Four eaptaincy's and Five 1i% Lts. That is
quite a few to be promoted a nd the party was really an affair,

There were very few that remained sober uuring the evenings
festivities,

No events!
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