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' -65 u r t r S dn .
Ou t l i n e Hi s t or y L:a y 1945 .

y Aut CO
65 t t r S qdn .
10 , June 1945.

SIX Y- F FTH F I G iTER S UA R :: A. A. F .
A .?.0. 650

DECLASSI ED 10 J u e 19 4 5 .
A 34 5- 10 5 p DIR 5 •9

SU J CT : Hi s t or i c a l Da t a .

TO : Com a i n g en er a l , XXI I T . . .

l . u u t l i n e Hi s t or y of t n e S t y - F i f t i ' i gh t e r S qua d r on
f o r t t e p e r i od 1 , a y 194 5 t o 3 1 : a y 1945 ,

a. Present designation : Sixty-F'ifth Fighter Squadron ,
F i f t y - S e en t F i t e r r oup , XXI I T . A. C. •

b . Cl g e s i n or gar. i z :t i on s
1 . : o c h a n e s i n d e s i g n a t i on
2
. io changes n assi nm ent .

3 . ' o c .a n g e s
i n a t t c '. e n t .

S u b o r d i n a t e s u n i t s : on e .

Comma n u i n Of f i c e r : Ma j o r . a va r d h . L l l i n g t on , 0 4 3 2 1 8 9 ,
v ice L t . Colon el G ilb ert 0 . 17y non a Jr .,

0-431591 ,re
lieved.

Cn r n e s i n S t a f f Of f i c e r s : 2 n d L i e u t , Ch e s t e C . ' owl e r ,
G2 0 5 7 7 14 , i s a p o i n t e d A t l e t c a n d S p e c i a l S e r v i c e
f f i c e r , Ac d i t i on a l d u t y , a o t a i n , J o e

H . '
_ e

i t n , 0 6 6 17 7 4 ,
i s a p p o i n t e d F l i t : t Comm n d e r " F " F l

.g n
t , P r i a r y d u t y ,

Capta in .
Tn oma E . Bowers ,

079 797
, .

is anp oin ted

O erat ion s Officer , primary au ty , a ta in . riarry J
.

Ca v a a n , 0 7 7 4 0 1 9 , i s a p p o i n t e d s s i s t a n t Op e r a t i on s
Gfficer , ri ry du ty ,

Capta in . Jack <
.

Collins ,
0704666 ,

i s a n o i n t d F l i g t Com a e r " A" F l i g n t , p r ma r y d u t y -
Ca p t a i n . S t e n l e y J . o r r ow , 0 7 9 2 3 2 , i s a n p o i n t e d I l i g '
Comu a n d e r " B" . l i g n t , p r i aa r y d u t y , Ca n t a i n . e r b e r t H
brotn ers ,

071925? ,
is a point d F light Com ander "C"

• F l i gn t , pr i ma r y du t y , l s t Lt . n g e 'l o J . Al e s an ur i n i i
a pp o i n t e a ' l i g . t Co a r_d e r

"D" l̀ i gn t , p r i a r y du t y . •
C.a p t a i n . Tn orna s

E . Lowe r s , 7 9 7 97 , i a pp o i n t e d Ta c t i l
I n s e t or , a d d i t i on a l du t y , l s t Lt . 8 r a d l ey A . u h l ,
0 8 7 5 1 i s a p p o i n t ed F l i g t Cornma n d e r " B" F l i t . l s t Lt .
larence J . onc k , 08 4691, s a ointed En ineering

RS c N
Of f i c er , P r i ma r y Du t y , s t L t . S t n l ey I . S i mk i n s , ,

6 4
0 50 4 94 , i s a o oi n t eu u ,j u t a n t ,

P r i ma r y dtt t y . l s t Lt . J ame? E . ' e a r u en , I 0 68 20 38 , i s a u o :t e d Le a l As s i s t a n c e -
1

Of f c e r , a d d i t ona l du t y . Dt:c ssr r O
noo nr nq
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C, . S t r e t n , Co mi s s i n e d a n d en l i s ed
1
, ay 1945 Commis ioned-62 enlisted-245

IJet increase: Commissioned-- nlisted---0
i e t e c r e a s e : Commi s s i on e d- 14 en l i s t e d- - 3 5
31 ay 1945. Commissioned-48 enlisted-210

d . S t a t i on :
1, Villa Franca ,

L.G ., Italy. Date of arrival-29 April
1945 . Da t e o f d epa r t u r e 7 Lay 1945 . Ar r i v e d a t
Grosetto,

L
.G., 7 ay 1945.

e , iov emen t s : 1'. ov e d f r om Vi l l a F r a n ca , L . . , I t a l y , t oGrosetto,
L
,G ,, Italy , on 7 :ay 1945. Arrived at Gro etto,on t n e 7 a y 1945 .

f , Campa i gn s : I t a l y , S e emb e r 16 , 19 4 3 . ì n i s ed . S ou t h e r n' r an c e - Augu s t 15 , 1 9 4- f i n s : e d .

g . Cp e r a t i on s :
1. Carnpaign-It lia n .2 . a t u r e of p e r a t i on : Di v e - b om: b i n g , s t r a f i ng , v i s ua l

recce.3 . u mb er of mi s s i on s - - 9 S or t i e s - - 304 . Al l rai s s i on s d ur i n g t e mpn t l we r of s u ch i :r p o r t an e ,c l o s e s up or t a s t i v en t o t e 5 t Ar my .

. Lo s s e s i n a c t i on : on e .
1
. Awards and decoration s: Th e follow in a •.ards ria ve b een made
d u r i n g t e on t n o f :a y : T ri e f o l l o i n g a v e r e c e i v e d t h e DF C-l s t L t . T r ima n L , Al l n , Ca p t . a e r b e r t - . Br o t h e r a , Ca p t .Ha r r y J . Ca v a n a g , l s t L t . J a c . Co l l i n s , : a j o r . dwa r d H .E l l i n g t on , l s t L t . e l v i n L . F i d l e r , l s t L t . Ia . F l o e r k e ,J r . , l s t L t . i l b u r n . : o l me s , J r . , Ca p t . J o e : I , Ke i t h , l s t L t .' i l l i a m E . Ly k e , l s t L t , r r a n c i s J , .: i a d l e t o n , l s t L t . S t n l e y
J , o r r ow , l s t L t . J oh n ' , u r p h y , l t L t . Dwi g h t V. Gr ma n ,h e f o l l o wi n g h a v e r e c e i v e c t n e l s t LC t o o t e DF C- a j o r .E dwa r d - . E l l i n g t on , T h e f o l l o :r i n g h a v e r e c e i v e d t : e 2 n d OLC
t o t e DF C- - Ca n t . J a me s C . : :a r e , Ti e f o l l o v i n g a v e b e e n
a a r d e d t e A i r 'l e da l - - 2 n d L t . R ob e r t

( : I. : I ) i l l , n d L t .
or ma ( j i e e l , n d L t . F r a n k J . 0 ' ou r k e , 2 n d L t . Hob a r t

G . P e p p e r , F
/ 0 G o r g e r : . i e i t t e r ,

/ 0 B r u c e J , S t o d a r d , 2 n dL t . , ; i n L , Ge mb e r l i n g , Th e f o l l ow i n g a v e r e a e i v e d t e l s t
OLC t o ` i r : : e d a l - - 2 n d L t . r a n k l i n H. Cummi n s , l s t L t . Ch a r l e s
. a s l e y , n a L t . oUe r t ( :: : ) 1- i l l , 2 n d L t . : o b a r t G , P e p p e r ,F 0 e o r b e R . e i t i e r ,

/ G Br u c e J . S t o d d a r d , Th e f o l l owi n g
na ve received t e lst an d 2nd uLC to AI--2nd Lt . C ester C

.F owl e r , l s t L t . R ob e r t J , P i n lcows k i , 2 n d Lt . d
. l l i a m

L . S h e f t a l l ,i h e f o l l owi n n a a e r e c e i v e d t e 2 n d GLC t o A - - 2n d L t . y r on
. E e l e r , Cap t . Ha r r y J . Ca van a h , n d Lt . F r a k l n H,Cum i n s , l s t Lt . Ca r l L . r e en er , l s t L . J a c k I Gr o s s , 2n d t .J i mi e I: , Lon g , T e f o l l owi n g h a ve r e c e i v e d t h e 2n d a n d 3r d

uLC t o A - - l s t L t . An g e l o J , l e s a n r i n i , 1 s t L t . Da v i d R .B l a e k , l s t t . J a c J . l n e r , s t L t . r a d l e y , mu l ,
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1'n e f o l l o i n a v e r e c e i v e d t e r d LC t o t e i r i e d l - -Ca t . o e . i . : e i t i , 1'a e f o l l o vr i n n a v e r e c i v e d t e 3 r d a n d
t ULC t a A i- - Ca t . :- e r b e r t H . Dr o t e r s , 1 s t t . J a c k 'r .Co l l i s , l s t L t . : i l l i a m , y k e , l s l t . Drri h t V. Orma n ,1̀' i e f o l l o vi n g a v e r e c e i v e c t n e 4 t n LC t o l,i- - a o t . T o e s
. o ve r a , l s t L t . :a x ::. , l o e r e , J r . , l s t t . 5 y l v e s t e r H.e n dr i c ?1 s , l s t L t . ` i l b u r n r . L:o l me s , J r . , l s t L t . r a n c i s J .

. . i d u l e t on , l s t L t . S t a n l e y J . .:a r r o , h e f o l l o r i n g f f i c e
r a s r c e i v e d t e 8 t h LC To i r e da l - - a n t . J ame s C, : e ,

o r t c e omn a i n g "v f f i c e r :

1 Incl:
i a r i a r .

1

S L• .
R . u SA ,Ca t i n , . ' , . ,

qu a dr on i s t or i ca l Cf f i c er .

S C : T
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Sh e e t No . 1 'r' a r Di a r y 65 t : 't r S q . , 5 7 t n F t r Gp .
ion t n of a y 1945 Pr en a r ed b y

J o s e oh R . r u s a ,
Ca t a i n , i r Cor p a .

1 . S i x mi s i on s f or 2 0 s or t i e s t o da y . `'i e cu r r en t a dvan c e n a s
l i i ' t e d ev e r y on e ' s mor a l e t o a v e r y n i g s t a t e n d e a r e i n
o} e s t r a t b e f or e I on t e wa r n e r e wi l l b e c o p l e t e l y ov e r .

2. One mission for two sor ies today. Urders came t roug not
t o a t t a c k an y t h i n g on t n e r oun d . e vron d er i f t i s i s wh a t
we ave been waiting for. Tomorroq may tell us t e story.

3 . At l a s ou r p e a y e r s c a v e b e en an s ve r ed ; Th e wa r i n I t a l y i s
ov e r . Tu e s u r r n de r of a l l r man t r o ou s i n I t a l y u t 8 a
fin ish to the campaign . There as little celebratin ton ig t

a s mo s t e v e r y on e wa s t ; a n •cf u l : a t t e ra r h e r e i s ov er .
1'r' e a r e a l l p r ay i n g t : a t t h e en d of t : e en t i r e u r on ean wa r i
in sight. The Squadron flew 4 missions for 8 sorties.

A ll

mi s s i on s c e r e v i s ua l r e c c e ' s an d n o a t t a ck s we r e ma d e ,

4 . !vo f l y i n g a t a l l t oda y : Toda y h a s b c en a da y of r e s t a n d nr
p r ay e r .

5 . Th e a l l i ed a r cni e s i n e r rnan y a r e ma k i n wond e r f u l a dv an c e s ,
a n d i t i s f e l t t h a t V- E da y i s n ea r a t ; a n d ,

6 . S t i l l ra i t i n g f or t h e en :

7. Today the advance p rty left Villa-Franca to return to Gross to.
Trie squadron has been orderedto return to Grosseto. Everyone
i s n ow a i t i n g t o s e e h a t vi l l h a np en t o t h e Gr ou . los t
e v er y on e i s wi s i n t 1a t we wi l l r e t u r n t o t h e S t a t e s b e f or e
w are sent anyw ere else.

8 . At l a s t , a f t e r f i v e l o n g y e a r s o f f i g t i n g , V- E da y i s h e r e .
The n ews of t e u cond it iona l sur ender of all G er an armies
wa received 'oy everyone w th much joy .

A lth ou h every one
was happ , there w s little celebra t ing .

9. Nothin doing today:

10 . Ot h e r me nb e r of t ` e qu a d r on a r r i v e d f r om Vi l l a F r a n ca t oda y
leavin just a skeleton crew be ind. The rest should be here
in a couple of days.

11 . :or a l e i s ex c e l l en t : Ev e r y on e i s n o a i t i n g t o e e wh a t wi l l
haonen to us. e are all oning t at it ha nens soon .
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12. The movies have started at the Scrvice Group T eater a ain .Two s i ows a n i g h t . 'h e Of f i c e r s a n d en l i s t e d men a r e wor k-ing to o en their be ch clubs agadn . 'fhey should be ready
soon and vill provide excellent recreation during our ait.

13. Church services today , both cat::olie and rotestant.

14. Training missions in the orning , ecreation in the afternoon .

15 . Tn e en l i s t ed men d e f e a t ed t n e Gf f i c e r s i n s of t ba l l t h i s e v en-
ing , tie score as 14 to l

. Tot ing lse of int rest took
nlace.

16. The nicture toni t at the Service roup t eatre as "Objective
Bu r ma " wi t h r r o l l y nn , I t wa s a v e r y r r e s t e r g p i c t u r e .

17 . I s t ea n of . . ;ov i e t o i i t , V h a a :' . S . , ow wi t h ii o s e o e{ t u t t e r n g ) A t e s , 'I'n r e e l o v e l y n e r i c a n i r l s c r e i n t e
c a s t a n d t e s a ow vra s v e r y e n t e r t a i n i n , o u l d l i k e t o s e e
mo r e l i k e t a t . e u f f i c e r s s o f t l l t e a m vra s ci e f e a t e d by
66th S qua dron en lis cd men , th e score 5 t 1

.

18 . T h e li . S . G . s : ow wa s r e p a t e d t o i h t f o r t h e s e c on d t i me ,
19

, o even ts.

2 G. Ca t i o l i c a n d P r o t e s t a n t c .u r ch s e r v i c e s t o d a y , o v i e a t t h e
S e r v i c e Gr ou p i n t i e e e n i n g . .

2 1 . T r a i n i n f l i i t s i n t i e o r n i n g a n d n o t u c h d o i n g i n t h e a f t e r -
n oon .

2 . T h e mo v i e t o i g h t a s "A u u y ' : a e d J o e " w i t h Sp en c e r Tr a c y .It wa s a very en erta in ing n ic ture. Th e Officee softball
t e a m wa s c e f e a t e d by 6 4 t h S qu a d r on e n l i s t e d me n , 1 1- 3 .

3. v events.

24 . a it ing an d wond er in at is oin g to hannen to u s ha s thesqua dron on e e, i:ora le is still e cellent an d we ar e inh opes that som eth in napp n s soon .
2 5 . Th e r e vra s qu i t e a p a r t y t or_

i g h t . I t va e l d i n i on o r o f ou sC .C . wi os is leaving for t e ta tes , and a l o to celebra teo ae r o no t i o n s . F ou r c a p t a i n c y ' s a n d F i v e l t L t s . Th a t i sq u i t e a f ew t o b e p r o o t e d a n d t i e p a r t y ,ra s r e a l l y a f f a i r .Th e r e e r e v e r y f ew t '. a t r e a i n e d s ob e r du r i n g t h e e v n i n g sfestivities.

26. No events:
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r'ar i a ry S i e e t I:o . 3- c o: t d `

y ENTS

27, Catholic an d ?rotestant c urca services today.

S , 1o e v en t s . .
29. orale is still excellent, but the nen are waitin or so e-

t h i n t o ap en . oo e i t .ap ens s o o .

30. Tne enlisted en had a dance this evenin vith dancin g
partners bein recruited from the irls in town . The 65th
dance band rovided some excellent music.

3 1 . No ev en t s on t e l a s t day o f t he r on t h .

S C E T
- - - - -
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