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65th Ftr Sgdne ‘
OQutline History February 1945
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SIXTY.FIFTH FIGETER SRUAIRCN &ebeFs
AsPoOs 650

10, Mareh 1945

AR 345-105 A
SUBJECT t Historioal Iata.

Lvdd Conll Ng

S97261

t Commnding General, ZXII TekeCs

le Outline History ef the SixtyeFifth Fighter Squadron for the period
l,February 1945 to 28.hm 1945

@e Present designation: Sixty=Fifth Fighter Squadron, Fifty-Seventh

Fighter Groupy XALT TebeCe

be Changes in erganizatiens

ls Mo chyge in desigmatione
2s Mo chenge in assignments
3e No chnage in attachment. ~y
Subordinate units: Fones

Gommending Officers Lte Colonel Gilbert Qs Wymond Jrey=0431591e

Changes in staff officers: Gaptain James M, Hubanks is appointed
Squadren Thctical Inspector, Captain Joe He Keith is appointed Ass't
Engineering Officery lst Lis John Fe Murphy is appointed Squadren
Athletic Officer, 1st Lt, Melvin L, Fedler is appointed Squadren
Photography @fficer, 2nd Lt, David P, Black is appointed Asa't

Armement Officer, lat Lte Sylvester He Hendricks is appointed hss't
Squadron Tactical Inspecter Officers 2nd Lte Carl L, Greener is
appointed Ass't Quartermester and Tech Supply Officer, 2nd Lt, Angele
J. Alesandrini is appointed #ss't Transportation Officer. CGaptain =
Joseph Re Erusa is appointed Squadren Intelligemce Offfoer vice ~
Captain Mprvin D, Farkbursterelieveds Captain Joseph Re EHrusa is appo o
e=ted Histotical Officer vice Gaptain Marvin D, Parknurst-relieved, C_.)'
1st 1t, James Es Bearden II is appointed Summary Court Officer amd (o
Greves Registration Officer vice Captein Mervin D. Pa.rkhurst-ﬂlimdf‘
Capt Jemes M Bubanks is appointed Ass't Operatdons Officer, Capt Joseph
Re Donahue Jr. is appointed Flight Comdr "A® flight, Lt Homer Re Wilson
is appeinted FL't Comdr "B" flight, Lt Alvar Be Wallin is appeinted n's.

Gomdr "G' flight, Capt Alvin M Welbes is appointed F1't Comdr "D* flight,
Lt Richard L. Coleman is appointed #1't Comdr " flight, Lt Clarence
Ls Howatt 111 45 appointed Gomdr 0" flights brciacsrin
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RECREI

¢s Strength, comuissioned and enlisted:
1, February 1945 commissionedess7 enliated=-249
Net increase: commissionedee=d enlistede—sl
Net decrease: commni ssionedmes=) enlistedwemadd
28, bruary 19451 commissionedsetl enlisted=«250
ds Stations:

le Grossetto LeGe, Italy, Date of arrivalell September 1944
@e Movementss Noneas

fe Cempaignss Italy, duretion September 164 1943, still in pregress.
Southern Francesliugust 154 19/i=finished,

Zs Operaticnss
le Campaign-ltaliens :
26 Nature of Operationss Dive-bombing, bomber escort, area sover, anti-flak
diversion, rocket firing, straffing, armed recce, Auntie, Fover Joes
Se Fumber of missicnse=101 sortiea==53)
l4e Most importent missions of the month were no doubt the "Rover Joe" shows
giving close support te our front line troopse

he Losses in actiont 1ll,fotruary 1945 =-Lt.lefle Douglass
27 JFebruary 19 5==Lts William Andersons
27yFetrnary 1945=-Lts Paul Hughese
28yFetruary 1945==lts Joseph Beesleys

ie Awards and decorationsy The following awards bave been mede during the month
of February: The following have received the DFC-~ Capts MeBe Smith, Alvin
ke Welbess The following have been ewerded the Air Medalee Lis Davis Pe Black,
Cherles De Easley, Jack Jo Glesener, Carl Lo Greener, Angelo J, Alessandrini,
Harry Jo Cavanagh, Jack I, Gross, Williem L, Sheftall, Daniel Salinas, Loye
M, Copeland, Lindsey Douglas, Harold Bomniel, Clyde J, Casterlines
The following bave been awarded OLC to the Air Medale- Lits Wiltur Re. Holmes-
2nd OLC, Dwight V. Crmen=lst OLCy Wilbur Ce Crowe«2nd OLC, Earl He Evans~2nd0LC,
Clarence L. Hewitte3rd OLC, Fergus Mayer=2nd OLC, Melvin L., Fledler-2nd OLC,
Max M, Floerke-2pnd OLC, Franeis Je Middléton-2nd 0LC, Jack W, Collinsw-2nd OLC,
Capts Alvin My Welbes-jth OLC, Kenneth Jo Gustafson~5th OLC, Mertin Ce
MoGilvary=-6th OLC,
The following have been awarded the Brenze Star: Major Jemes Boyhen, Cepte
Marvin D, Farkhurst, M/Sgts Billie W, Hahn, Charles H, Whitoff, T/Sgts John
H, Sevage, Charles M, Johnston, $/Sgts #ldo Ry Gicvamnini, Edward T, Rescori,
Charles J» ‘pp&l. luther Co Spencer, Kenneth B, Taylow, Cpl Frenk Cardoza,

Br the Commanding Officers
1 INCL War Diary,

Squadreon Historical Cfficer.
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65th Fighter Sey 57th Ftr Gpa
Prepared by

lNonth of Febtruary 1945e Jogeph Ry Hrusa
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Weather bad. B8 aircraft took=0ff for Ala bmt didn't beokk the bridge due to
tad weathere A1l returned safe.

Weather bad-no shoWse
VWieather badeno showse

First of 8 aircreft led by Lt Hewitt to #la B/R bridge in the Bremner Fasse
One direct hit on center of bridgee All returned safe.

fnd show of 4 eircraft led by Lt Colemen was an armed recce in area Il.
Dropped bombs on reilread line at F«1867 making twe cuts and damaging three
WSO

CGapt Smith led the first afternoon show of eight sirerafi to an 8mme dump
at Gej97651 leaving the tmildings ifj the area smoking and seversl demole=
ished, There were no explosionse #11 returned safe.

Lt Hewitt led @&n armed recce of four ships to Mileno and the area east and
south of Milanoce Attacked a railroad line at F«1867 danaging the track and
making one cute One aircraft was dameged by flak-all returned safe.

A weather recce by four sdrcraft Sock off this morning led by Capt Ellingtone
Bombed Ala RR/tridgesno hits observeds Straffing passes were made at A=5803
where three MT were damaged &nd at A=5801 where four M were destroysde

This afterncon eight aireraft went back %o bomd Ala egain, Four possible
hits were scored on the bridges All returned safe.

last show of four airerafi was an armed recces Dive-bombed a RR/Bridge at
Fe6993 clpiming one cut in tracks and other near misses. Thats all for tedaye

Three shows today all in the afternccme #11 were four aircraft armed recce
of area 8¢ R/R lines were attacked with no claims being made.

The enlisted mens basketball team played F7%h Bomb Group defeating them
24«18 for their 5th straight victorys

Three missions totalling 27 sortiess First eme of sight aireraft led by Lt
Bewitt to dive=bemb rail bridge at Castelnuovo. A hit on the east approach
was scored knocking away a section of the bridges

The 2nd show of seven aircraft led by Capt Smith divewbombed & rail bridge
at G=393678-results not observeds

The 3rd show went to Bassano rail-road bridge, was led by Li Hendricks
scoring one hit on SE approach.

Nine missions=31 sorties attacking reil bridges in Serchio Villey and
carrying out asmed reccese A1l aircraft returned safelye
Captein Ellingion was promoted teo lajor todaye This was cause for a terrifie
party at the Officers Clubs The club liguer supply teak guite & beatings
We hope there are more iremotions soons
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Weather badsno missions.

Four missions totaling 30 sorties todaye

The: enlisted mens basketball team played the 316th Service Group beating
them by a score of R-21 making: it the éth siraight vietory in league playe
The team boasts po individual star tut is & well rounded aggregation.

Four missions tetaling 1) sorties. On our first afterncon mission four
aircraft on an armed recce of the territery north of Venice. We suffered
our first loss of the monthe Lt Pouglas while straffing gun pesitions at
Bassano was hit by light flake He was forced to bail out at Ge3355, map
reference Italy 11250,000, His chute was seen to open and he landed safely
in an open field, Nothing much deing teday.

Two missions making 1) serties flown todaye The weather was bad this morning

and no shows got off, N
The enlisted mens tesketball team played Eq 47%h Bomb Gp and wen 28=16,

This makes seven straight victories emd the boys are Quite jubilant over

their prospects of winning the league thtles They are quite sager to get

the trip %o Florence for the diatriet play-off.

Four missions today totaling 26 sortiess The targets were Bassano HW/B at

G-23588l, RR/B at Ge=143683 and armed recces=resulis were goed scering hits
on several reil lines.

Nothing of mich interest bappened tedaye The meals are good and the morale
of the Squadron is geods We still enjoy movies every night as provided by

the local service groups

Love ia in the air-St Valentines Dayl The enlisted men had a dance at their
elub inviting local talent % be their dancing parineras A good time was had
by all in attendancee

Three shows today tetaling 27 sorties were flown todaye. Targets were Citt-
della yeil diversion and Bessane HW/B, Bridges weren't hit tut approaches
were cut and ocuts in reilroad lines were affecteds All aircraft down safely,

Two missions tetaling 16 sorties todaye The targets were Cittadella rail
diversion and (elliane railroad bridges The target at Cittadella was weathered
in so the formetion attacked Ala railread bridge at F=668900. Several good
hits were scored by the 2nd section of four aircraft and two spans were
destroyeds At Callianc twe direect hits were believed to have been scored on
the bridges,

The enlisted mens basketball team played the 84th Bomb Sguadron and defeated
them Sle26e Our twam is on tope
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DAY | EVENTS
1be

Three missions totaling 20 sorties were flown todaye Twe shows bembed with
Auntie end dropped their bombs as directede Ne resulis were observeds
The month iz moving by fast and many of us will welcome pAy=daye

17« Five missions today for a tetal of R sertiese Targets were railrcad lines,
railroad bridges and & sugar refinerys The suger refinery was hit hard with
all tuildings in target area believed to be damegeds Buildings in northern
sectdnn were set on fires
The enlisted men finally got a little revenge on the 136 MP Co by beating
their besketball team 33«25«Eight straight and still on topd

18, Three missions-2l sortiese Things were quiet todays Our movies continue and
although we see a majority of class B "quickies”, they are all appreciated.
HBope they centinue during our stay heres

19¢ Twe missions flown today totaling 11 sorticse Both were conducted by Auntie
and bombs were dropped a&s directede '
We hed another movie tonight which was very good. We wauld like o see more
like it.

20, &ix missiens for a total of 27 sorties tedaye Most of the misaions Were with
Rover Joe, dive-bombing and straffing with mechine-guns and rockets gun pos
sitions a short distance from the bombelinee Meny hits were scored in gun po=
sitions and several guns silenceds '

The basketbell team won a victory without playing the game. The 85th Bomb Sq
forfeited the geme to use Only three more victories and we are the champs of
the leGguee

21, Five missions for 28 sortiess Most of the attacks were centered around the
¥illsge of Villa D'Alano with gun pesitions the primery targets The guns were
hard to find in the mountaineus regions and results Wwere not knowne One
bighway tridge was attacked tut no direct hits were scored although the app=
roachea were craterede
The morale is running high and we are hoping the war will be over soon.

22, &ix missicns for a total of 27 sorties. The ma jority of the missions were close
gupport under the directien of Fover Joe. Good results om all showal
A movie 8gain tonight tut 1t wasn't too goods The food situation is pretty
goods We get fresh eggs almost every other morninge

2 We zot 30 sorties today out of our 5 missionse The lst show of the day was
e e iy goodl 3 Pui7s attacksd & 12 track WY at J-8843 scoring with all

bomba in the S end of M/Y, Destroyed 1 steam loco and damaged 12 box-cars,
other results were undeterminede 2 more loccs straffed and destroyed emd 5
others damegeds

The basketball team defeated the 86th Bomd Sq by a score of 36e28 for their
11th straight victorye That championship is lmecking at eur doors Ce
here we come)
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Five missions today meking & total of 35 sertiess Today was a banner dey for
10 of our pilotse lst Lt Welbes was prometed to Captain and the fellewing 2nd
Lts' to 1st Lts Lt Allen, Lt Black, Lt Brothers, It Cavanaugh, Lt Cowart,

Lt Basley, Lt Glesener, Lt Greener and Lt Grosse The party tenight was really
terrific) It wasn't safe for a Teetotler to enter the bar-xooms The party
cerried on into the wee hours of the morning and the elubs liQuer supply Was
severly damsgeds What & night} The promoted efficers went over to the enlisted
mens club to drink with their crew chiefs and they were really in fine condiw
tion when they returned to the officers club??e

Two shows today for 14 sortiess Targets attacked were rail bridges in the b 4
Bremners In the evening the pilots all attended & lecture by Wing Commender
Day of British Intelligencee The lecture dealt with the interregation of
priscners of war, It was a very interesting lecture and quite amusing in
placess The pilots seemed to show a great deal of interesta

Four missions for 29 sortiese A1l targets were in the Brenner Fasse Tonight
we hed a USO show titled "Parden Me", It was a one act misical comedy and
very entertainings It wes very funny and the sight of geod American Girls
dancing was @ sight for sore eyess Hope we have more like them}

Four missions totaling 31 sorties todaye On a mission te Calliasne railroad
bradge in Bremnner Fasse 2nd Lt William Hy Andersen failed to return from the
missions It is believed that he was hit by flak during his bemb rune While

in the run his plene was seen to turn to the lefty go into a spin and crash
into a mountain at A«7309s Later in the day in an atfach on Lisiera mailread
tridge & plane piloted by 2nd Lt Paul W, Hughes was caught in his own bomb
blast at 200" which set his belly tank on firee He was observed o leave plane
bat too low for chute te opene Accident ocoured at Ge-2371. Despite our two
losses today, the morale of the pilots and men is still goode

Yesterdays USO show was on again tonights

Rour missions teday for a total of 31 sertiese In he first mission this merning
the flight attacked BBk a partially burbed out emmo dump at O=1808e While
straffing huts in the dump severcl of the hats blew up resulting in huge
explosions which were felt at 10,000% While in the straffing run the plane
piloted by Lt Joseph Ge Beesley was caught in one of the explosionse He

pulled up to 55000' and reperted that his oil pressure Was Zero and he was
going to bail outs He cleared his plane but he was bracketed by ack ack fires
Bo went down through an overcast and it is possible that his chute opened

after he was cut of sights )

Today wes pay-daye~the day we all wait fors The card games and crep games will

go on wedl into the nights
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