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depots and storege dumps within the Po Velley also suffersd the brunt of
attecks by the Squadron, and the ground forces were given direct support

in the form of dive-bombing and strafing attecks ageinst targeis which the
Army specified. During the month of March this Squadron flew 113 miassions
toteling 760 sorties, ampunting to 1991330 conbet hours, on which 735,600
pounds of bombs, 116 rocket projectiles, ard 117,490 rounds of .50 calibre
ammunition were expended. Ag @ result of these expenditures, & pertial
ossesament of the devastation and destructicon to the enemy followss 82
railroed cuts were inflicted, 11 railroad bridges were rendered impssssble,
57 /T and 2 tanks were destroyed or damaged, 7 highway bridges were remd-
ered impassable, 130 railroad cars were destroyed or demsged, and 5 loco-
motives were destroyed or dameged. In addition, in attacks on oil storage
ereas and supply depots meny buildings were destroyed end many supply ereas
suffered damegé, the extent of which is very difficult to determine, &s are
the missions ageinst troop assembly arses and the gun positions giving op-
posgition to our ground forces along the front lines.

Iosses in actioni

(1) 1st Lt Myers J. Reymolds, III, 0-812875.
This officer was missi., in aetion on 12 March, 1945, when his plane
crashed in the Po Valley while strafing an enemy truck.

Personnel who have distinguished themselves in action:
(1) 1lst Lt George W. Anderson, 0-826352 - DFC, date of act 26/2/45.
Bombed and strafed enti-eircrafi positions. 4th OIC to AM on 3/3/45.
(2) let Lt John P. Anderson, 0-825354 - date of act for DFC, 4/3/L5e
Bombed srtillery and strafed M/T and tanks.
(3) 1st Lt Henry H. Diers, 0-2059239 - 1lst OIC to AM, on 4/3/145.
Bombed artillery snd strafed M/T end tenks.
(4) lst Lt Semuel S. Durfee, 0-721355 ~ 1lst OIC to AM, on 26/2/45.
Highway bridge bombed, vehicles destroyed.
(5) 1st Lt Vernon R. Farmer, 0-711975 - 3rd OILC to AM, on 7/3/45+
HR bridge bombed and convey of carts strafed.
(6) 1lst Lt Forrest L. Fears, 0-721364 - lst OIC to AM, on 3/3/U45.«
Iocomotive destroyed, light AA guns asilenced. 3
(7) lst Lt Dwight E. Gallagher, 0-774105 - 1st OLC to AM, on 3/3/45,
Iocom otive destroyed, light AA guns destroyed.
(8) 1st Lt Rey J. Garcia, 0-721373 - lst OIC to AM, on 3/3/154
AA guns destroyed, crews strafed.
(9) Captain John P. Glaws, 0-792703 - DFC, on 27/12/15.
Oil plant destroyed, M/T destroyed and damaged.
Lth OIC to AM, on 17/2/45. FR bridge btombed, M/T strafed, M/Y hit.
(20) 1st Lt &rthur C. Goettel, 0-721382 - 1st 0IC to AM, on 14/2/45.
FR rolling stock and M/T destroyed.
(11) lst Lt Calvin W. Goss, 0-774122 - 1st OIC to AM, on 8/3/45.
RR bridge bombed, 2 boats end 1 locomotive strafed and damaged .
(12) 1st Lt LeRoy (MMI) Hall, 0-721388 - lst OIC to AM, on 10/2/45.
RR bridge demeged and M/T destroyed. :
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(13) Captain Peul M. Hall, C-745365 - 4th OIC to AM, onl3/2/45.
AR bridge demdged, locomective destroyed.

(1) 1st Lt Jemes L. Herp, Jr., 0-771015 - 1lst OIC to AM, on 26/2/45.
RR rolling stock snd river barges destroyed.

(15) 1st Lt William H. Barse, 0-721394 - 1st OIC to AM, on 26/2/L5.
AL positions bombed and strafed.

(16) Captain Jemes E. Eoffmenn 0-792835 - Lth OIC to AM, on 23/2/L5.
1i/Y bombed and strafed, rolling stock destroyed.

(17) 1lst 1t Edward W. Howard, 0-819525 - Air Medal, om 20/2/}5.

Gun pits bombed and strafed.

(18) 1st Lt Robert L. Hubbard, 0-721413 - lst OLC to AM, on 6/3/L5.
Buildings and field guns bombed and strefeds.

(19) lst Lt Edward F. Jones, 0-714111 - 1lst OIC to AM, on 4/3/45.

RR tbombed, locomotive and § cars dameged, 4 gun pits silenced.

(20) 1st Lt Charles P. Kitowskd, 0-721429 - lst OIC to AM, on 26/2/45.
Ah positions bombed and strafed.

(21) 2nd Lt Milton H. A. Opheim, 0-720921 - Air Medal, on 3/3/L5.

AA guns destroyed, crews strafed.

(22) 1st Lt Williem M. Pribyl, 0-695203 - Lth OIC to AM, on B/3/k5.
RR bridge bombed, 2 boats end 1 locomotive strafed end damsged.
DFC, on 11/3/45. Explosives storsge point destroyed.

(23) 1st Lt Robert W. Scheller, 0-801783 - 3rd OIC to AM, on 6/3/45.
Buildings and field guns bombed and strafed.

(24) Captein Relph B, Williams, 0-435947 - DFC, on 2/12/LlL.

M/Y bombed and M/T destroyed,

Enclosed is Unit Journal of Events, Hlth Fighter Squadron, for the period

1 March to 31 March, 1945,
17
/éa&.- e

Captain, Air Corps
Squadron Historian
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' SECRET
Sheet Nos 1, Unit Journal of Events, A4th Fighter Sguedron, S7th Tghier Growup,
Gronsetio. Itelv.

lionth of March, 1945 Preparsd by Earl D. IovicE, Capla, AJCa

DAY EVENIS

ls No flying today on account of the weather up front...We beat 66 squadron for top
place in February by 14 sorties, thereby capturing the Group operational cham-
peenship.

2+ The I&E mseting for tonight failed to wark out according to plen, s the program

wag cancelled for the time being.

Today the ships were armed for ground attack missions. We used fire tanks end
incendiary bombs for the first time in severel deyse The squareheads are reported
to be very allergic to our fire bombs. Survivors from the last "disputed berricade
plastered with these bombs were said to be gibbering idiotss The infantry - cur
infantry - likes them.

G

4e L& Harp brought his ship beck badly shot up end was forced to bail out over the
swamp near the field. We wers all notified of his predicament in plenty of time
%o get out and wetch the shows It looked for an instant as if his chute had
fouled with the tail section, bubt he ceme clesr and landed eafely, none the worse
for a jer end a few scratches. I&E movies this evening in the mess halls. Subject
of the film was "Why We Fight". Very good, very thrilling battle scenes - it
elways locks good in the movies; but the geopolitical implications bored us.

Some day perheps our intellectual departments in the Army, es well 2g ocur soliei-
tous friends outside, will realize what tremendous advantege to the National Effort
lies in our much-deplored indiffersnces.

One of the missions today went on & Rover Joe petrol in 8ight of the froiflines
and blew up some houses. The Italiasn rsal estete business is practicelly one-
hundred per cent insolvent by now, thenks to our fighter-bombers. Anyhow, we
didn't invent the new European-type epchitecture; they dide

6. Henry, the deeply-inhibited Italien KP who always went about his work with a
precariously balanced temper, finally and et last got canmed today. The mess
sergeant fell heir to Henry's leather Jacket, which article he has been eyeing
for some $ime, Editorially speaking, the men are by no means happy over the
practice of letting Italiens and sundry other breeds wear our clothes. Meny of
them have better clothes than we have. This is the uniform we are supposed to

be proud of - worn by Wops.

The English do the same with their employees, but at

least the uniforms
This men Henry was
complete Class "4"
Such brass we have

ere dyed a different color, to spare the Tommy's feelings,
seen nursing his grudge on the streets of Grossetto, clsd in

stuff, blouse and all, even to the 12th Air Force Patch.
seldom seen before,
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Sheet No. 2, Unit Journasl of Events.
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8.

10.

1l.

12,

13.

15.

164

17.

The supply of leftover rations wes sold et the club tonight, eand those who came
early got a small additional stoek of cigarettes. The club ran out of drinks
before the evening was over, including the delectable cherry brandy, for which
meany of us are developing guite a taste.

Atebrine season sterted todey with the evening meal. One pill per day until
further notice. Those of us who bave had malsris will never again classify this
detly rite as e durn nuisance.

1B meeting featured a talk by a lieubenant on his experience &2 a censor in the
higher echelons. His talk was mostly about prisoners' meil and the steps which
are taken to enforce security or extrsct information from POW letters.

The officers sometimes journey up to Southern France for their vacationa. They
have a veritable Zanedu of & rest camp up there, et Camnes or someplace. But the
only hitch is in the price levels of that country, which are usually too steep
even for a flying officer with his Well Street pey. One of the pilots brought
back a large tinted photograph of a women reclining on the golden sends of a
beach. She was "elmwst” cled in e very brief and cendid swim suit, top and
bottome The picture used to hang in the EM club, but for some reeson the owner
trensferred it back to the officer's lounge, and there it hangs in ell its wanton
splendor. His property is his own, the men figure, so let him have it, and they
will have to comfort themselves with lmowledge of their superior taste. These
foreign womesn are & bunch of rank exhibitionists anyway.

Todey is Sunday - because yesterday wes Saturday, snd Monday won't be due until
tomorTow.

1t Myers J. Reynclds is MIA from one of today's missions. This wes the second
tour of duty with this outfit for 1t Reymolds. He returned from TD in the Stetes
last month. He was very popular with the fellows and had done 2 lot of work in
organizing and training our Sguadron beand, being himself en excellent musician,

This morning we got up end looked out and sew & hell of a fog, thick as pea soup,
not the Sgt. Wilson variety however; we said there would be no flying, but the
phenomena didn't last. Here in Wopland the thick fog serves as e harbinger of
spring end blue skies,

Some of the boys out on the line built themselves a "Rube Goldherg" motorboat.
It is built catamaran-style from a couple of cutaway fusl tanks, and is powered
by a one-cylinder engine. They heuled the contraption out to the beech this

efternoon and launched it in the surf. The engine conked out on the shakedown
cruise.

The Form 63 progrem is going along nicely. Those who heve had their chests
X-Rayed inmclude up %o the "R's" on the roster.

Nemes of eight men to be sent home from the Squadron were made known todey in

an order from the 12th Air Force. Three of the men are on permenent rotation and
the rest on 30-day lesxe. Two corporals were on the list, thereby setting a
precedent of some kind or encther.

The new OD jacket was issued todey end the blouses were turned in. Yost of the
men are well pleased with the Patten-style sartoriel getup.
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Shest No. 3, Unit Journal of Events.

18.

19,

20,

21.

23,

The lucky eight left this morning, all of them wishfully thinking that the war
would end befors their leave is up. That second trip over is worse than the first,
evidently. ©Should they come beck snd find us gone there will be a2 sign poiqter
here bearing the fatal legend, "This Direction to CBI".

One of our boys in the armement section tock a truck out and put it in high
blower along the highway, thinking perhaps he wes Barney 0ldfield in the process
of beating his own record. Inevitebly he wound up in & ditch with the front of
the truck beshed in and a ratech of skin missing here and thers about his heasde
Now they ere going to heve an investigation, and $his poor gedrule is afraid it
will be his hips fér it. Immediately after the wreck he was hustled to the
General Hospital, and since nothing wes actuslly worng with him, they decided to
check the alccholic content of his system. We don't koow the result of the
findings, but we are ready to swear it wes not more than sixty per cent.

We've got a pretiy good set-up here by the sea. The volley-ball court has been
herd-surfaced and pecked down by our Itelian laborers, and Sgt. ILunenfeld, the
big cendy end feg men, who doubles in off-time &s a general fix-it, has built

us @& pevillon down on the beach, complete with lounges, floor, tables, end every-
thing. Under other conditions it would be downright luxurious, but we can't
fully eppreciate our little roost here; we would gledly forsake it all to g0 home,

Three-day passes ere not suthorized in the Florence area, so today one of our men
managed to wangle tem one-dey passes. Just another exemple of the ways there esre
to skin the proverbial cat. Our first sergeant would make a good lawyer - well,
8 kangeroo court lswyer, anyway.

Lt Lefoy Hell, cne of our hot fighter pilots, crecked up in en L-5 today. He

wee making @ lending after doing Rover Joe work at the front. He is not seriously
injured and will recover soom, but he doubts if he will recover from the jibes of
his Squadron metes, for such was his reputetion as & hot fighter pilot.:

Eleven men were promoted on an order recelved today. Two were steffs end the
others minor renks. While hardly more then a sop to the long-sweeting EM, the-

promotions proved thet ratings still exist in the outfit for the men who are
diligent, industrious, and persevering.

Overseas service insignia was issueds Each man got a set of ten bars, encugh to
indicate five years of exile.

On this day twe years ego the Black Scorpions tock pert in the epic air battle
with an armada of German transport planes off Cape Bon. This happened during

the closing deys of the Tunisian campaign. The incident will probably be mentioned
in the detailed historicsl works of the future as the Palm Sunday Messacre.
Routine check of personal clothing and equipment tonight efter chow.

411 flying called off because of heavy rain which hes lasted all daye.

Major Carlton &. Chamberlain has replaced Ma jor Robert A. Barnum as Squedron CO
during the latter's temporary absence.
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