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64th Fighter Sghedron
OUTLINE HISTORY,

HEADQUAR TERS 64th FIGHTER SQUAIRON Pébrusry, 1945

SECREBTI
By Authe CO E
gath Ftre. Sgdoe:
12 Men, 1945
SUBJECT: Historical Records

L8 : Commending Beneral, Twelfth Alr Force, APO 650, US Armys Attention
A-2 Hstoriens

THRU ¢ Commending Genersl, 57th Fighter Group (Attention Historiem)

1. Outline Hstory of the 64th Fighter Squadron for the period 1 Februery %o
28 Februery, 1945.

a. Present designa tions 64th Fighter Squedron, 57th Fighter Group, XXII
Tecticsl Alr Uommende

be Chenges in orgenization:
— (1) Chenges in designstion: Hone.
(2) fTrensfer of unitss None.
(3) Cheage of Commending Officer: Nones
(4) Chenge of Steff Officerss None.
(5) Chenges &n T/Os Squedron reorgenized on the 15th at Grossetto,
Italy, pere 2 Go0s 6, Hge 57th Ftres Gpe under The provisions of
-2, deted 1 Dece, 1944 to /0 & B 1-27, WD 194%.

oe Strength, commissioned and enlisted:
(1) Month of Februery, 1945
(a) 1 Pebrusrys Commissicned, 60; Buolisted, 250,
(b) Wet inoreese: Commissicned, None; Enlisted, Hone.
(¢c) Net decresses Commissioned, 2; Enlisted, bs
(d) 28 Februerys Commissioned, 58; Enlisted, 245.

s
de Stetions: Grossetto Mein LeGe, Itely. iy
e, MNovemeat of Units Home 1(_"‘_:
(&o]
£ Campeignss w
(1) Italien. . ™
(2) Duretion, 9 September, 1943, Still in progress. ~
L5
Es Operationss U
(1) The month of Februery, 1945, sew this Squedron continuing its \

role of fighter bombings The missions, verying somewhet in fype, G
continued to be similar in nature to whet they had been in
previous monthse The bulk of them were given over to the inter- .
dietion of enemy communicetion lines in Northern Italy, concentra= |
ting lergely on the Bremner Psss reilroed line snd the network
between Verone end Viecenze. In eddition this tesk s portion of
the committments were alloted to "Rover Joe" end Army co-op tergeks
' es well &s the new "Auntie" contreller operating in the forward
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(15) 2nd Lt Jemes R+ Green, 0-721385 - Air Medel, Un 31/1/45
RR bridge demsged, 2 7T destroyed, 3 demsgede

(16) Cepte Eruce He fiele, U-792829 - Distinguished Flyiag Cross, for
extreordinary echisvement, on 1/1/45- Bridge hit, KT =md KRR rolling
stock destroyed or demeged.
Purple Heert, ewerded 11/2/3. wounded

3rd 0LC to Air Medel, on 8/2/45, Heevy hi guns silenced,MT Demeged.

(17) 2nd 1t Leroy (iMI) Hll, Jr. 0-721383 = Air Medel, on 21/1/45.
Cesoline storege dum destroyed.

(18) Cepte Peul M. Hall, O=745366 = Distinguished Flying (ross, for
extraordinsry echievement, on 12/10/44. Ecemy eirdrome bombed end
strafed, six enemy plenes destroyed, personnel killed.
0L0 to Purple Heert, ewerded 15/1/45. Wounded.
3rd OLC to Air Medel, Om 13/2/45. Large Al guns end NT destroyeds

(19) 2nd Lt Jemes L. Harp, Jr, 0-771015 = Air lecel, on 15/1/45.

BR rolling stook end river barges destroyeds

(20) 20d Lv Cherles H. Herris, 0-774146 - Ait ledel, on 20/1/45
ER bridge end 3 locomotives desiroyeds

(21) zné Lt Williem H. Herse, 0-721394 - Air Medel, on 18/1/45
HR rolling stock end field guns cdamaged.

(22) Cept Jemes E. Hoffmenn, 0-7528356 - Distinguished Flying Cross, for
extreordinery schievement, on 6/12/44. RR line out, rolling stock
end MT destroyeds
rd OLC to Air Medal, on 11/1/45. Ammo dump hit, 4 ld/'l' destroyed

(25) 2nd It Edwerd W. Howerd, 0-819625 - Air Medel, on 20/2/45.

RR bombed end out, 17/ RR cers demeged.

(24) 2nd Lt Robert L. iubberd, 0-721413 - iir ledel, on 22/1/45/
BR diversion cub, rolling sock demaged.

(25) znd It Bawerd F.Jomesy 0-714111 - Air Medal, on 18/1/45.

ER line cut, locomotive demeged, § RR cars damsged, 4 gun pits hite

{26) 2na Lt Cherles B. Kitowsld, U-721429 = ksir Medal, on 30/1/45.

RE bridge destroyed, 22 RR cars end 1 engine destroyed or dsmeged.

(27) 20d Lt Jemes T. Fnight, 0-721413 - Air Kedsl, on 22/1/44,

11 EE oers desvoyed, 15 demeged, 1 MTudestroyeds

(28) 1st Lt Robert D. Loucks, 0-B27234 = 2nd 0L to Air Medel, on 3/1/45
ER bridge hit, BR cers dsamegfed, 4 B/T destroyad,

(22) Mejor Micheel C. MoCarthy, 0-736277 = lst0LC to DFC, om 11/1/45
Ammo dump destroyed, 4 M/&‘ destroyed.

(30) lst Lt Joseph M. KoGehesn, 0-830409 - lst OLB to Air Medal, 2/1/45
RR bridge hit, RR rolling sock destoyeds
2nd 0LC to Air Medel, on 10/1/45. RR bridge snd W/T destroyeds.

(31) 1st Lt Jolm M. MeLeughlin, 0-716573 = 2nd OLC to Adr Medsl, on 28/1/4
Storege sheds destroyed, barges demsged.

(32) 2na Lt Royce J. Meier, O=~766598 - ist OLC to Air Medal, on 30/1/45,

' RR bridge destroyed, 22 RRcers and 1l engine dsstroyed or dameged.

(83) 2nd Lt Relph D McDeniel, 0-721475 = Air Medsl, on 11/1/45.

Ammo dump destroyed, BR rolling stock end barge demaged.

(34) Cepte Seriwer (NMI) Mizell, 0-817994 = 3rd OLC to Air Medal, on

22/1/45. Mershelling yerd hit, 24 cars desvoyed, 15 demeged.
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During the month this Squedron flew 103 missions totaling 632
sorties, emounting to 1578:45 combat hours, on which 628160 pounds
of bombs, 155 rocket projectiles, end 154,400 rounds of «50 caliber
ammmnition were expsnded. As & result of these expenditures a
pertial list of the devesteion and despuction to the enemy follows s
43 reilroed cuts were inflioted, 11 reilroed bridges were destroyed
or demsged, 198 reilroed cars were destoyed or damaged, € highway
bridges were destoyed or dameged, 51 MT were destroyed or damaged,
end 15 reilrosd engines were destroyed or desmeged., In sddition,
meny enemy personnel were bombed end strefed, ymmy gun positlons
ware sttecked, end several factories snd supply dumps were stacked,
on which missions sn accurate essessment of demsge is very difficult
to determine. ]

Ha losses in sction:

(1) 1st Lt Royce J. Maier, O-766598.

(2) 2nd Lt Jemes T. Enight, 0-7218931.
The ebove two officers were killsd in & mid-sir collision when
their plenes collided shortly after teke off on en operaticmal
miseion, 18 Februery, 1945.

ie Persomnel who heve distinguished themselves in action:
(1) 1st Lt Zene S. Amell - Air Medel, Meriorious echievement on 11/1/45.
Bombed emm dump, destroyed & M/T. ASH 0-1012838.
(2) 1st Lt George W Anderson, U-826362 - 2ud OLC to Air Hedel, On 25/12/
44, Boxcsrs destroyed, locomotives blown up end demsgeds
3rd 0LC to Air Medsl, 7/2/45, Supply dump end W destroyed.
(8)0lst Lt Williem F, Berry, 0-820448 = 2nd OLC to Air Medel, 11/1/45.
Ammo dump bombed, mershelling yerd strafed.
(4) lst Lt George Te Bright, 0-821449 - 2nd OLC to Air Medsl, 11/1/45.
Ammo dump deszoyeds. BR rolling stook end berge demaged.
(5) 2ad It Jeek P. Deno, 0-719273 - lst OLC to Air Medsl, 25/2/45.
M/T destroyed; locomotive end 20 cers destroyeds
(6) 2né Lt Henry He Diers, 0-2059239 = Air Medel, 10/1/45.
Bridge damapgad, W/ destroyede
(7) Bdwerd L. Dorsner, 2nd Lt. 0=722016 - Air Medal, on 11/1/46.
Ammmition dump hit, 2 RR ommm engines end 8 cars damagede
(8) 2nd Lt Semiel Se Durfee, 0-721355 - Air Medsl, on 17/1/45.
Alcomol refinery destroyeds
(9) znd Lt Forrest L. Feers, 0-721364 - Air Medsl, on 22/1/45.
RR bridge hit, 4 gun positions silenced.
(1v) 2ad Lt Dwight E. Gellegher, 0=774105 - Lir ledsl, om 11/1/45,
Ammmivion cump hit, 2 HR engines esnd H 8 ocars demeged.
(11) 204 Lt Rey J. Geroia, 0-721373 = Air Medal, on 11/1/45.
immmition dump hit, 2 RR engines end 8 cers demeged.
(12) 20d It. Arthur C. Goettel, 0-721382 - Air lsdal, on 31/1/45.
BR bridge demsged, 5 /T destroyed or demeged.
(13) znd Lt Celvin W, Goss, 0=774122 - Air Medsl, om 27/1/45.
RR bridge demeged, werohouse fired, 7 KR cars aad 2 W cemeged.
(14) lstlt Lewrence G. Grece, Jr, U-821481 - lst OLC to Adr Medal, 31/12/4
RR bridge hit, 204 BR oers destroyede
2nd OIC to Air Medel; 0il plent destoyed, /T destroyed or demaged.
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(35) 2nd It Albert B Nickels, 0-721500 - Air Kedel, om 18/1/45
Dameged 1 KR engine #nd 15 carsy destroyed 4 heavy AL guns.

(36) 1st Lt Robert We Scheller, 0-801783 = 2nd OLC to Adir Medels on
22/1/45, RR bridge hit, 4 gun positions silenceds

de Enclosed is Unit Journel of Events, B4th Fighter Squedron, for the
period 1. Februery %o 28 Februsry, 1945, end 1 copy of & photogreph
of the bar in the officer’s clube

n /A
a 7 J
4 N 7=x

< BigL D./AOVICK

/  Gepte, AC
Intelligence Officer
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SECRET
Sheet No., 1 Unit Journal of Events, B3R F.ghter Sgugdron, 57thA Group, Grosseito,
Italy
Month of Pebruary, 1945 Prepared by Earl Ds Lovick; DBpT., A4.Ts
DAY . EVENTS
1., New model footwear arrived today, the boondocker type, the kind with the wrongside

S

4,

5.

Te

g,

out leather. For whatever purpose they were designed looks were unguestionably
sacrificed.

The education meeting this aftermoon featured talks given by three officers on
the subjects. Adventures which befell me on my visit to the States.

Some of us who are adept at wimming things planked down our money for a chance

at one of the PX watches due to be raffled off soon. The cigarette ration handed
out to us was a pack or two short, so there was naturally a little griping, but
probably nothing to compare with the syuawk now going up in the 3tates, where
there are "niente" fags.

Another Squadron in this @roup flew out on a bomber escort mission, and somewhere
over Austria they were jumped by twenty~plus hun fighters. The nazi's got in
some swift licks and then clearsd out, after knocking down three of our fighters.
Host of the pilots, like ours, have never had a chance to mix 1t with enemy planes
in the air, and therefore muffed their only opportunity. Our Squadron wemt out
shortly thereafter looking for the luftwaffe outfit, but they had disappeared.

Vie were allowed to buy some surplus stock from the PX, including some cigarettes.
Clgaretites are now bringing a much higher price on the black market recently as
threat of shortage begins to reach Italy. Also the substantisl prison sentences
for operators may have sanething to do with the sudden jump in price.

US0 show in town. Usual fare, four women, three men, song, dance, eto. The
fighting 57th makes a welle-behaved but highly eritical audience, This was not
oub theatre, but we filled it up from fromt to back nevertheless, without regard
for the other outfit's somewhat adement Jim Crow law about segregation. First
Sergeants and other "wheels" sometimes hang their feet off the balconies, so
absorbed do they become in the anatomical dexterity of the dancing girls.

Today was bright and clear and we hung up 44 sorties, which made a full day's work.

Qur scheduled dance ceme off this eveniéng, and slightly better results were ,
obtained all around. For one thing the type of women was appreciably better than
last time. HMost of them came from town and not o many from across the canal.
But there were still too many brets end male ciwilians., The oasis, which was
moved down from the c¢lub for this gala slumfest, was a very busy plecs, snd many
of us cooled our arid throats on the usual stock of gin and cognac. The caterers
ran out of spam before they could get all the "§allios" served.

This evening's I&E grogrom featured Lt.Col. Hamilton of the Royal Scots Fusiliers
in a talk on AMG activities, both in Crossetto and the theatre at a whole, The
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13«

14,

15,

Golonel is ons of the sdministretors for this province. 5B ir a distinguished-
looking oldtimer with e cssual style sbout him which we liked from the etert.

The droll, unaffected mumor with which he discussed Italisn senitery oonditicns,
state of mentslity, ete., 25 well es the umpraised efforts of his om department,
geve ue meny & good laughy besldes giving us & better perspestive of conditions
around here then we oould have found othsrwise. The Colonel made this one of
the best I&E meebings we heve ever hade ‘

One of the men brouglh Little Orphen fnniej one of our locel juvenile offenders,
into the comnound tddey, end with some of his friends hald ¢ secial gethering
in his tent. This wes the closest /nnie hes been to our hebitet since the law
broke up her light housekeeping decl up the street & few weeks ego. As things
turned cut the powers=thet-be dropped in on the purty, took the joy oub of the
lerk, end chesed Annie eweys As for be men in gquestion, he is et present under
sonfinement, bub retribution doss not stop there, beoeuse ell of us sre to Peel
the effects of hhis poor sehlimiel's wrongdoinge From now on the cam gusrd
will be doubled, snd meny sn innooent, who otherwise would heve been comforteble
in the seck, must now go out on & cold night end stend his guerd, keeping trucks
in end women Oubs

This wes en sversge dsy, end the westher wp front permited us %o get off three
sight-plene snd one two-plene misslonss The edght-plene shows were escort
missions. e heve been flying e lot of escort missions lately for 5=25's.
Somstimes with all outboerd tenks they o deep into fuskrie.

Sgte Zeisloft ceme in esrly this efternoon end worked up & few more pages for
nis fortheoming opus entitled "Swordfish in the Send", & book which is all sbout
the sterling edventures of the fighting 57th. It is et present sbout twics the
length of"inthomy hdverse", but Zeis hates to delete e thing, Then we sey,"it
hesn't got unity, emphesis, or cohereice", he seys "What hes these deys?" ingd
when we sey, "It's too long; it will tire people™, he says, "So is the wer."

Some of the boys went up the street to ettend e shindig which the local chepter
of the commmist party wes throwinge The dence hes Deen going on for severel
deys. The bend, which consisted of = clarinet, e guiter, end en esthmetic
accordion, made music which for sheer rythm rea a bad second to bhde Ared Puneral
msie whioh we ufed to heer in the Middle Bast. The joint wes levishly decoreted
with the hemmer and sickle snd pictures of Uncle Jos - none of FIR or Churghill.
Throughout bbe crowd, which wes shebby enough to pass for eny commmist orowd,
the following symptoms wers to be countedt tuberculosis, eneemie, melerias,
trechome, sosbies, pelegra, "four-plus", sud s few rickets, the letber emong the
picgolini, The fellows then got s little siock themselves end went home.

Hight gusrd st the line has been discontinueds This relieves four men per nipght
from this chores The colored troops im the sirdrome security outfit ere wholly
adsguate for the task enyhows

One of the missions todsy went over rustrie in the derritory nokth of Trentos

They escorted E-25's for several minutes over Austrisn territory before turning
becke :
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Five men were selected to go home this month, four on TD end one an rotetion...
Three brend new pilots errivedtodeyessIn the evening we were compelled to ride
into town end see & documentery picture ebout te battle of Stalingred. Many of
us hed slreedy seen the film anyhows

The men who didn't come into the orderly room to get their service records checked
mst now report to the CQ every helf hour until 10500 PM. The notice which they
never found time to comply with mmg on the bulletin boerd for over & week. This
will 1'ern 'ems

Ice oreem and pork chops for suppers The pilots tried out en "innovation" todsy,
bombing in level flight emd teking ell their directions by redio. This ensbled
them to bomb through en overcests They missed the bridge 500 yerds on the first
try, seid one pilote.eTwo pilots were killed todey when their plenes collided
over the fields They were less then & thousend feet high end never hed a chsnces
to beil oute The eccident happened within & mile of the fields

The night bombers on our field use the area eround Merino for e jetison renge

when they heve to get rid of their loads. Sometimes they dump their bombs off-
shore end sometimes in the grove behind out house, perhsps some night on the house,
we are ell resigned to it in e fatalistio way.

Our ermorers went out in the middle of the night end loeded frag bombs. Thet feek
céused some of us to see & light and we figured jerry wes trying to pull out up
front. ie discussed the possibility of this ss we ley ebed during the minor

SIET £EeNCY s

There ere & few more gedgets in the cockpit of & P=47 then one men can sgy grace
over, especially during the white heat of excitement. One of ocur new pilots
ceme beck end confessed thet he had tried to fire his rockets efter ne hed
slready dropped them, so ell jerry got wes & buzz job.

Our bi-weekly dence end spemfest ceme off tonight, end just as we were getting
sterted along ceme en A-20, flying low over the water, end dived in about two
offshore, directly in front of our pleces Seerch for the orew continued ell
through the night. Severel smell boets end & seerchlight were used to scour the
area, but the orew wes never founds

This evening we held a free-hvuse discussion on the subjeot, What o do with
Gerweny after the Wer« Those of the men who hed sny opinion et ell menaged to
differ with one snother by favoring everything from total cestretion te presshing
the gospel.

In sccordence with the Army's streightforward and reslistic poliey for eontrolling
be erretic"private lives"of the men, & considersble emount of litersture on the
subject hes been received by this orgenization recently. One such bulletin sdorns
our boerd downsteirse In the first paregreph of the bulletin, in bef, type, it
says, MSonorrhes is Catching"s All of us who study the bulletin boerd feithfully
have egreed thet this is herdly a reveletion, but st lesst it is = mesterpisce

of clarity,
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In snotner reorgenizetion end stabement of policy for his depertment, the mess
sergemnt fixed things so as %o sllow the cooks more time off for recrestion end
reoupereticn between bouts with the slums Those herried souls need it, we all
egree, offhendedly.

We ere trying to get & bend sterted in the Squedron, but the difficulty met with
so fer is in finding men to metoh the instruments we heve on hend end vice verss.
At the recent sudition nobody showed stuff of the Benay Goodman timbre, but with
& little practice meybe our ertists wiil develop.

Ve trekked into Grossetto to see encther USO product entitled "perdon Me",
feeturing good songs end dences end oglesoms girls. The girls kept steoping
through & hole in the stege floor end berking their shins, turning enkles, ete.
Otherwise everything went smoothe

Cepte Wall, cur populer Squedron medico, geve us & sex lecture tonight. We like
to heer the good Doo give these lectures, whether we have to or not. Afterwards
we hed shortarme When it csme Corp. lewter's turn to pass ia review = Lewter

is one of our most delinquent cooks, of which we have meny = the Doo looked him
over once lightly end said by way of comment, "Fine physical specimen, Lewter,
8ll except for the smell cyst." Misunderstending the Doc's term, lewbter broke
out in e sudden pemic, "SITf Oh my Gewdl™  Then afterwerds we ell got paida
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